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A Brief Note 

Dear Sophomores, 

We very much miss the time we get to spend studying these things together in class. We were so 

looking forward to discussing nationalism, communism, capitalism, and all the other good stuff 

you will study in this unit. You now have a special opportunity to grow as an independent learner 

and we have no doubt this will help you wherever you go in life. This is fascinating stuff! Enjoy 

getting to study it at your pace in the comfort of your home. Look further into any subject that 

interests you. If you have any questions or want more resources, please email us. We are still 

your teachers. Think of sending an email as virtually raising your hand. When you are old and 

gray, like us, you will look back on these weeks and tell stories about that time the whole world 

shut down in 2020.  

 

All the best, 

Mr. Smith and Miss Linz 
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Packet Overview 

Date Objective(s) Page Number 

Monday, March 23 1. Contrast the political outlooks of nineteenth 

century nationalism and liberalism. 

3 

Tuesday, March 24 1. Evaluate the ways in which nineteenth century 

conservatism opposed reform both domestically and 

internationally. 

8 

Wednesday, March 25 1. Explain how industrialization in the nineteenth 

century changed the labor force and the family in 

Europe. 

12 

Thursday, March 26 1. Analyze how classical economics justified 

industrialism and how socialism reacted against 

industrialism. 

16 

Friday, March 27 1. Summarize the political causes and effects of the 

various revolutions that took place in 1848. 

22 

 

Additional Directions: This packet is designed to complete without printing out the full packet. 

Simply type or write your answers on separate sheet. Start a new page for each day. Label each 

day with your name, “Humane Letters”, and the date. Write the name of the bolded section 

heading you are working on and put the number next to each answer you write. Please write 

clearly and in complete sentences. When you submit your packet simply turn in your answers. 

You do not need to turn in the whole packet. Happy Learning! 
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Monday, March 23 
 History Unit: Nineteenth Century 

 Lesson 1:  The Challenges of Nationalism and Liberalism to European Order 1815-1830 

 

Unit Overview: Nineteenth Century 

In our next unit of history, we will study nineteenth century Europe starting from the end of the 

Napoleonic Wars in 1815. We will discover how several new ideologies were born both from 

Enlightenment thought and from increasing industrialization that caused serious challenges for European 

society. Sometimes the nineteenth century is regarded as the century of isms. Secular ideologies, as 

opposed to religious beliefs, took hold both in academic and popular imaginations. These included 

nationalism, liberalism, conservatism, socialism, and communism. Sometimes there was overlap between 

these ideologies. Sometimes they violently opposed each other. They would all have profound effects on 

the way modern people viewed politics, society, religion, and reality itself.  

 

It is important to remember that these ideologies developed against a backdrop of increasing 

industrialization in Europe. As the industrial revolution spread from Great Britain across the continent, 

people from all social classes experienced significant change in almost every facet of their life. For 

industrial workers specifically, unemployment and low standards of living became an ever-present 

danger. The tensions and fears caused by Europe’s rapid industrial transformation would lead to several 

revolutions across the continent in 1848. People’s daily economic concerns were being joined with the 

new secular ideologies to form powerful movements that shook the foundations of European social and 

political power. 

 

Finally, the new ideologies, increased wealth, and a strong push for economic efficiency led to significant  

movements for unification in nations that had long resisted centralization of power. New nation-states 

were formed that joined economic liberalism, conservative leadership, and nationalistic identities. By the 

end of the century, Europe had a drastically changed political and ideological makeup that would set the 

stage for the greatest global conflicts in world history. 

 

Socratic Guiding Question: Keep these questions in mind as you study this lesson! 

What defines a nation? What is the relationship between an individual and his government? 

 

Objective: Be able to do this by the end of this lesson. 

1. Contrast the political outlooks of nineteenth century nationalism and liberalism. 

 

Introduction to Lesson 1 

The French Revolution and the Napoleonic Wars had threatened Europe’s political and social institutions 

with destruction. After the defeat of Napoleon and the restoration of the monarchy in France, leaders from 

across Europe continued to fear that the political ideals that inspired French republicanism along with a 

growing sense of national identities would lead to revolutions in their own countries.  

 

The French Revolution championed three ideals: Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity! These ideals did not 

die with the defeat of Napoleon. The seeds of revolution had been sown. The nineteenth century was in 

many ways a struggle to define, accomplish, or suppress those ideals. After the Congress of Vienna 

restored the status quo in Europe in 1815, the ruling classes were confronted with two main ideological 

enemies: nationalism and liberalism. Today we will examine the ideologies of nationalism and liberalism 

and how they threatened the established order in Europe. 
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Nationalism 

One reform movement that threatened the status quo was nationalism. Read and annotate this excerpt by 

Italian nationalist Giuseppe Mazzini where he seeks to define what nationality means and what the goals 

of nationalism are.                           

1. What are the specific qualities of a people that Mazzini associates with nationalism? How and why 

does Mazzini relate nationalism to divine purposes? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mazzini Defines Nationality (1835) 

The essential characteristics of a nationality are common ideas, common principles and a 

common purpose. A nation is an association of those who are brought together by language, by given 

geographical conditions or by the role assigned them by history, who acknowledge the same 

principles and who march together to the conquest of a single definite goal under the rule of a uniform 

body of law. 

 The life of a nation consists in harmonious activity (that is, the employment of all individual 

capabilities and energies comprised within the association) towards this single goal… 

   But nationality means even more than this. Nationality also consists in the share of 

mankind’s labors which God assigns to a people. This mission is the task which a people must 

perform to the end that the Divine Idea shall be realized in this world; it is the work which gives a 

people its rights as a member of Mankind; it is the baptismal rite which endows a people with its own 

character and its rank in the brotherhood of nations… 

 Nationality depends for its very existence upon its sacredness within and beyond its borders. 

 If nationality is to be inviolable for all, friends and foes alike, it must be regarded inside a 

country as holy, like a religion, and outside a country as a grave mission. It is necessary too that the 

ideas arising from within a country grow steadily, as part of the general law of Humanity which is the 

source of all nationality. It is necessary that these ideas be shown to other lands in their beauty and 

purity, free from any alien mixture, from any slavish fears, from any skeptical hesitancy, strong and 

active, embracing in their evolution every aspect and manifestation of the life of the nation. These 

ideas a necessary component in the order of universal destiny, must retain their originality even as 

they enter harmoniously into mankind’s general progress. 

 The people must be the basis of nationality; its logically derived and vigorously applied 

principles its means; the strength of all its strength; the improvement of the life of all and the 

happiness of the greatest possible number its results; and the accomplishment of the task assigned to it 

by God its goal. This is what we mean by nationality. 
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Memorize this definition of nationalism: A political outlook that sees a nation as composed of people 

who are joined together by the bonds of a common language, as well as common customs, culture, and 

history, and because of those bonds, should be administered by the same government 

 

2. Thinking back to last chapter, what was the primary goal of the Congress of Vienna? Was this goal 

consistent with the goals of nationalism? Why or why not? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

There were six areas in Europe where nationalism seriously threatened the status quo: 

Ireland and England 

Prussia and Austria 

Italy and Austria 

Poland and Russia 

Hungarians/Czechs/Slovenes in Austria 

Serbs/Greeks/Albanians/Romanians/Bulgarians in Balkan peninsula 

 

Liberalism 

A separate reform movement that threatened the status quo in Europe was liberalism. It is important to 

remember that nineteenth century European liberalism is not the same as 21st century American 

liberalism. In fact, both American conservativism and American liberalism for the most part accept the 

tenets of nineteenth century liberalism. Please keep this distinction in mind. Here are some of the basics 

of European liberalism in the nineteenth century: 

 

I. Political Goals of Liberalism 

 A. What were the foundations of liberalism? 

  1. Enlightenment Philosophy 

  2. Traditional English Liberties (as found in Magna Carta and Bill of Rights) 

  3. “Principles of 1789”(as found in Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen) 

 B. What were the values of liberalism? 

  1. Legal Equality (as opposed to equality of condition) 

  2. Religious toleration 

  3. Freedom of the press 

 C. What was the political framework liberalism sought to achieve? 

1. Limit arbitrary power to protect individual and his property 

2. Legitimacy of government derived from consent of governed 

3. Power primarily held by representative bodies like Parliament 

4. Written constitutions as safeguard to liberties 
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II. Economic Goals of liberalism 

A. Who were the proponents of economic liberalism? 

1. Manufacturers in Great Britain 

2. Middle class property owners in France 

3. Traders in Germany and Italy 

B. Supported the economic ideas of Adam Smith in opposition to mercantilism 

1.Wanted to eliminate tariffs and barriers to trade 

2. Viewed labor as a commodity to be bought and sold – opposed wage laws and guilds 

C. Believed people should have liberty to use their own talent and property to enrich themselves 

 

1. Write 2-3 sentences summarizing the political and economic goals of nineteenth century liberalism. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read and annotate this excerpt from Benjamin Constant, a proponent of liberalism in the nineteenth 

century. Here he seeks to distinguish what he calls “modern liberty” from “ancient liberty.” 

 

Benjamin Constant Discusses Modern Liberty (1819) 

 [Modern liberty] is, for each individual, the right not to be subjected to anything but the law, 

not to be arrested, or detained, or put to death, or mistreated in any manner, as a result of the arbitrary 

will of one or several individuals. It is each man’s right to express his opinions, to chose and exercise 

his profession, to dispose of his property and even abuse it, to come and go without obtaining 

permission and without having to give account of either his motives or his itinerary. It is his right to 

associate with other individuals, either to confer about mutual interests or profess the cult that he and 

his associates prefer or simply to fill his days and hours in the manner most conforming to his 

inclinations and fantasies. Finally, it is each man’s right to exert influence on the administration of 

government, either through the election of some or all of its public functionaries, or through 

remonstrances, petitions, and demands which authorities are more or less obliged to take into 

account… 

 Just as the liberty we now require is distinct from that of the ancients, so this new liberty itself 

requires an organization different from that suitable for ancient liberty. For the latter, the more time 

and energy a man consecrated to the exercise of his political rights, the more free he believed himself 

to be. Given the type of liberty to which we are now susceptible, the more the exercise of our political 

rights leaves us time for our private interests, the more precious we find our liberty to be. From 

this…stems the necessity of the representative system. The representative system is nothing else than 

the organization through which a nation unloads on several individuals what it cannot and will not do 

for itself. Poor men handle their own affairs; rich men hire managers. This is the story of ancient and 

modern nations. The representative system is the power of attorney given to certain men by the mass 

of the people who want their interests defended but who nevertheless do not always have the time to 

defend those interests themselves. 
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2. What are the specific ways in which a modern citizen should be free from government control? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What is Constant’s defense of representative government? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Closing: Check your understanding of the lesson by answering the following question in 5-7 sentences. 

 

1. Contrast the political outlooks of nineteenth century nationalism and liberalism. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Tuesday, March 24 
 History Unit: Nineteenth Century 

 Lesson 2: The Conservative Order 1815-1830 

 

Socratic Guiding Question: Keep this question in mind as you study! 

What is the proper relationship between individual liberty and political stability? 

 

Objective: Be able to do this by the end of this lesson. 

1. Evaluate the ways in which nineteenth century conservatism opposed reform both domestically and 

internationally. 

 

Introduction to Lesson 2 

Yesterday, we learned about the two main ideological threats to the established order in Europe between 

1815 and 1830. Today, we will learn about the ideology that formed in reaction to these threats. This 

ideology is often referred to as conservatism and it represented a remarkable alliance formed between 

Europe’s traditional institutions of power: the monarchy, the landed aristocracy and established churches. 

Historically, these institutions had fought amongst themselves. However, confronted with the radicalism 

of the French Revolution, they came to fear popular movements of change more than each other. By 

working to protect their interests and preserve the status quo both domestically and internationally, this 

alliance buried virtually all pushes for reform in Europe for fifteen years after the Congress of Vienna. 

However, by 1830 they would be unable to quietly push these movements aside. Different countries took 

different approaches in their confrontations with reform movements. Their approaches would have 

serious long-term effects on the ruling classes in each country. 

 

The Conservative Domestic Order 

First we will examine how European governments preserved the established political and social orders 

domestically. When we talk about domestic order we mean how the governments enforced the status quo 

in their individual nations. 

 

Read “The Conservative Governments; The Domestic Political Order” on pp. 711-716 of your textbook 

(attached). Then answer the questions below. 

 

1. How did European governments respond to liberalism and nationalism between 1815 and 1830? Give 

two specific examples. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Conservative International Order 

Now we will see how European governments preserved the established order internationally. When we 

talk about international order we mean how governments preserved the status quo in their relationships 

with other countries. 

 

After the Congress of Vienna, the major powers of Europe (Great Britain, Austria, Russia, France) set up 

regular and informal meetings to discuss their relationships with one another and to find peaceful 

resolutions to disputes. This system of informal meetings to preserve international order became known 

as the Concert of Europe or the Congress System. Just as all the musicians in an orchestra work together 

and play their part to create harmony, the Concert of Europe sought to preserve peace by creating 

dialogue. This approach to foreign affairs was a major change from the past. In the centuries before, 

European countries had quickly engaged in wars with each other to advance their own interests. The 

powers of Europe saw the growing danger of liberalism and nationalism. They hoped they could preserve 

their own power by avoiding war with each other.  

 

The Congress System, besides preserving international peace, also sought to crush revolutions by 

threatening international interference. If a revolution broke out in one country, other countries often 

threatened to interfere to bring peace. The governments of Europe feared that instability in one country 

would lead to revolution in other nations. From 1815 to 1830, governments were largely successful at 

ending international revolutions, or at least using them to preserve the balance of power. Here are some of 

the revolutions that broke out in this time period: 

I. The Spanish Revolution (1820) 

 A. The king of Spain was returned to the throne after the fall of Napoleon. 

 B. In 1820 a group of military leaders rebelled and forced the king to submit to a constitution. 

 C. Austria pushed France to use military intervention to suppress the revolution and restore the

 monarchies powers in 1823. 

 D. Once France defeated the revolution, it withdrew and did not seek territorial gain. 

II. The Greek Revolution (1821) 

 A. The Greeks launched revolution to achieve independence from Ottoman Empire 

B. European liberals celebrated the revolution because they thought as Ancient Greece as the 

birthplace of political freedom. 

C. European powers were conflicted between protecting commercial interests and ensuring 

stability, while sympathizing with Greeks. 

D. Britain decided that an independent Greece would benefit them economically and would not 

disrupt the balance of power in Europe, so European nations joined the cause for Greek 

independence. 

E. Greece was declared an independent kingdom in 1830. 

III. Serbian Independence 

 A. After years of guerilla war, Serbians won limited independence from Ottoman Empire in 1830. 

B. Many Serbs lived in Austrian territory which led to international tensions. 

C. Minority Muslims in Serbian territory led to domestic tensions. 

D. Russia became the international protector of Serbia. 

1. Why would European powers support the revolutions in Greece and Serbia but not in Spain? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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There was one area in which the powers of Europe were not able to preserve the status quo between 1815 

and 1830. That was in the Spanish and Portuguese colonies in Latin America (Mexico and South 

America). Portugal had taken the lead in overseas exploration in the fifteenth century. Since Columbus’ 

first voyage in 1492, Spain had enjoyed a massive empire in the Americas. However, by 1830 that empire 

disappeared. There were three main reasons for the collapse of the Portuguese and Spanish empires in the 

Americas. First, both Portugal and Spain had been decreasing in power and influence in Europe for 

centuries. Secondly, the United States of America was increasingly asserting her growing influence in the 

Americas. Finally, Great Britain actively sought to dismantle the Spanish empire so it could open new 

markets for British manufacturers.  

 

By 1821, ultraroyalist military officials had led a successful and very violent independence movement in 

Mexico to protect the social status quo against the liberal revolution in Spain.  By 1820, General Jose de 

San Martin had achieved independence for the southern portion of South America and for Peru. By 1821, 

General Simon Bolivar had achieved independence for Venezuela, Columbia, and Bolivia. The violent 

revolutions in these former Spanish colonies led to political instability, social confusion, and economic 

vulnerability in Mexico and South America. By 1822, Brazil alone had peacefully secured independence 

from Portugal and ensured the stability and prosperity of their country.  

 

The Conservative Order Threatened (1830) 

By 1830, The liberal and nationalistic reform movements were growing in Europe. They could not be 

ignored. Each country faced these reform movements differently. Read “The Conservative Order Shaken 

in Europe” on pages 724-731 of your textbook (attached). Then summarize the response of these three 

countries to the calls for reform in 1830. 

 

1. How did Russia respond to the Decemberist Revolt of 1825? What was the result? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. How did France respond to the July Revolution of 1830? What was the result? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. How did Great Britain respond to calls for reform in the 1830s? What was the result? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  



Humane Letters 10: Modern Europe 

March 23-27  

 

11 

 

Closing: Check your understanding of the lesson by answering the following question in 5-7 sentences. 

 

1. Which country had the best response to reform movements? Why was their response best? Be sure to 

contrast the county you choose with two other countries and explain why their response was better. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Wednesday, March 25 
 History Unit: Nineteenth Century 

 Lesson 3: Industrialization and Societal Change 

 

Socratic Guiding Question: Keep this question in mind as you study this lesson! 

Economic advancement sometimes threatens the stability and health of traditional social structures, such 

as the family. How should societies balance these two? 

 

Objective: Be able to do this by the end of this lesson. 

1. Explain how industrialization in the nineteenth century changed the labor force and the family in 

Europe. 

 

Introduction to Lesson 3 

Great Britain began its “industrial revolution” in the textile industry in the latter part of the eighteenth 

century. Technological innovations made it easier and cheaper for British manufacturers to produce large 

amounts of textiles that they could sell all over the world. Technological advancement and reduction in 

barriers to trade brought wealth to manufacturers that they reinvested in building factories that further 

increased their wealth and provided cheaper goods for consumption. The profit that factories brought 

caused them to spread into other areas of the economy. This process of mechanization and mass 

production of consumer goods is known as industrialization. The transformation of society and the 

economy that resulted from this process during the nineteenth century is known as the Industrial 

Revolution. So far, we have learned about the ideological and political challenges to the established order 

that occurred between 1815 and 1830. Today, we will learn about the economic changes that swept across 

Europe between 1830 and 1850 and the far-reaching societal transformation that these changes caused.  

 

1. Define industrialization: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Industrial Migration 

As mentioned in the introduction to this lesson, the Industrial Revolution began in Great Britain in the 

latter part of the 1700s. Britain’s leadership in this revolution was the result of three main factors: 

 1. Adequate capital (Britain had plenty of machines, tools, labor, and money.) 

2. Social mobility (The political and social structure allowed people to gain wealth and influence 

through education and hard work.) 

3. Foreign and domestic demand for goods (Britain had low barriers to trade and plenty of 

markets to sell its goods in) 

But by 1830, the mechanization of production in factories had spread to other parts of the European 

continent, such as France, Belgium, and Germany. Over the next twenty years, these nations would all 

undergo the process of industrialization. However, for the remainder of the nineteenth century Britain 

would remain the leader. 

 

Industrialization caused the migration to cities, which had been happening for centuries, to grow 

exponentially. By 1850, 50% of the population of England and Wales lived in cities, and 25% of the 

population of France and Germany lived in cities. The agricultural revolution of the eighteenth century 

had caused many peasant farmers to lose their land due to increased efficiency. These displaced farmers 
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moved to cities to find jobs in new factories. The population shift towards cities is one major effect of the 

industrial revolution 

 

The growth in cities, along with population growth in Europe, led to several challenges. The 

infrastructures of cities (housing, sewers, roads, water, food supplies) were not built for the vast number 

of people moving to urban centers. Uncleanliness, disease, and crime became serious problems that 

reform movements tried to address. 

 

One change was the creation of professional police departments in cities. In order to promote order and 

discourage crime, governments began to pay trained police forces to enforce the law in the cities. Before 

the nineteenth century, police forces, as we know them did not exist. In many ways, they were 

necessitated by the migration to cities caused by the Industrial Revolution. 

 

The increase in crime and the creation of police forces, led to an increase in the number of prisoners. As a 

result, another reform movement was prison reform. Before the nineteenth century, the goal of prisons 

was simply to remove criminals from society and to punish them. By the 1840s, however, imprisonment 

began to be viewed as a vehicle for rehabilitation and changing the character of criminals. While this led 

to better sanitization and less crowding in prisons, it also led to some unhealthy practices that experts at 

the time thought would rehabilitate criminals. One of these unhealthy practices was increased isolation. 

Many prisoners spent most if not all their time in a single cell. Some hoped this would force criminals to 

think about their actions and change their ways. However, extreme isolation led to mental collapse. 

 

Finally, one important aspect of increased migration were railways. Railways were both a result of and a 

contributing factor in industrialization. Increased consumption of goods led to the need for more efficient 

transportation. Increased manufacturing and technological innovation made trains cheaper to build and 

operate. Railways helped factories to grow and expand because they made the transportation of goods 

cheaper and quicker, which increased profits. Railways also made it easier for people to move to cities or 

to commute to factories. The Industrial Revolution caused more railways to be built all over Europe, and 

as they were built, they increased industrialization. 

 

1. What were three reasons why Britain led the way in the Industrial Revolution? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Why did more people move to European cities during the Industrial Revolution? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What were two reforms that resulted from the increase in the urban population? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Changes in the Labor Force 

Not only did changes in the population and management of cities happen. Industrialization caused major 

shifts in the composition and experience of the labor force – the people who produced goods. In fact, 

many of the assumptions we have today about work arise from the transformation that the Industrial 

Revolution brought about in labor.  

 

Read “The Labor Force” on pages 745-750 in your textbook (attached). Then answer the questions below.  

 

1. Define proletarianization: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Why did many workers choose to work under conditions that were less than ideal? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. While industrialization led to serious challenges for many workers, some laborers prospered as a result. 

Who were some of the workers who initially benefitted from industrialization? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. How did some artisans and guilds try to respond to increased competition of industrialized labor? Were 

their efforts successful? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Changes in the Family 

The transformation of labor that resulted from industrialization also dramatically changed the lives of 

families. Again, many of our assumptions but family life and education result from the Industrial 

Revolution. 

 

Before industrialization, the main unit of production was the family itself. In the eighteenth century, 

goods were produced under what is sometimes called the “domestic system.” That means families would 

work in the home to produce goods they would sell. Families owned their own tools and even machines. 

Parents would train their children in the skills they needed. Goods were produced at home by families.  

 

However, as factories grew and produced cheaper goods, family production was unable to compete. Men 

were forced to leave the home to work in factories. As time went on, machines required less skill to 

operate, so women and even children were able to produce gods with little training. Since women and 
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children would often accept lower wages and could perform the work as well as anyone else, they often 

took jobs away from fathers who required higher wages to support families. While some very skilled men 

were able to find better higher paying jobs and send their children to school, low skilled men were forced 

to take low paying jobs and send their wives and children to work as well to support the family.  

 

This led to serious concerns about child labor. In the early nineteenth century, a typical workday was 

twelve hours. For the sake of comparison, a typical workday today is eight hours. Our school day seven 

and a half hours. Children were being forced to work twelve hours days and received no education. Often 

these children operated dangerous machinery or worked in dirty and dangerous mines.  

 

As a result, the English Factory Act of 1833 implemented limits on child labor. Children under nine were 

prohibited from working Children ages nine to thirteen were only allowed to work nine hours a day, and 

in addition they had to receive two hours of education paid for by the factory owners.  

 

Fathers and mother, however, had to work a full twelve hour day. This meant families were unable to be 

together, and children were often left unsupervised and received little discipline. So in 1847, Parliament 

limited the workday for all adults to ten hours. 

 

Before the Industrial Revolution, a family’s economic life was inextricably tied to its home life. Children 

were raised by, taught, and disciplined by their parents who worked at home. By 1850, families were 

increasingly split up, and multiple members of families were forced to support their families  

 

However, remember that some families benefitted from industrialism. Men who had good skills were able 

to receive higher paying jobs and could send their children to school, whereas before they would have 

been forced to work at home. In the long run, industrialization brought increased prosperity that allowed 

many families to experience higher living standards and governments to invest in widespread education. 

As all things in history, industrialization both helped and hurt many people in the short term. Its long term 

consequences continue to be discussed and debated.  

 

Closing: Check your understanding of the lesson by answering the following question in 5-7 sentences. 

 

1. What was the primary change that took place in Industrial Revolution? How did this change affect the 

labor force and families in the nineteenth century? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Thursday, March 26 
 History Unit: Nineteenth Century 

 Lesson 4: Ideologies of the Industrial Revolution 

 

Socratic Guiding Question: Keep this question in mind as you study the lesson! 

How should society define happiness for the individuals who are members of it? What is the relationship 

of material prosperity to the health of a society? 

 

Objective: Be able to do this by the end of the lesson. 

1. Analyze how classical economics justified industrialism and how socialism reacted against 

industrialism. 

 

Lesson 4 Introduction 

You’ve already learned about the ideologies of nationalism and liberalism which threatened the 

established order between 1815 and 1830. These ideologies continued to flourish after the revolutions of 

1830. However, as industrialization expanded across Europe between 1830 and 1850, economic questions 

became central to the political problems nations were facing. Liberalism became more focused on 

classical economics in order to justify the economic and societal changes of industrialism. But the 

challenges that these changes brought to the working class gave birth to the most serious enemy of 

industrialism: socialism. 

 

Classical Economics 

Classical economics has its origin in the Enlightenment thought of Adam Smith’s Wealth of Nations 

(1776). The proponents of this school of economics emphasized rationality, efficiency, and utility when it 

came to economic policies. They were often closely allied with the political liberals we discussed in 

Lesson 1. They thought that while government had many important duties when it came to the protection 

a nation, when it came to economic enterprise and labor, individuals should be left largely free to compete 

in the marketplace with minimal government interference.  

 

Increasingly, proponents of this school of thought emphasized the utility of economic freedom. The most 

influential utilitarian philosopher of the nineteenth century was Jeremy Bentham. He argued that the best 

thing for a society to do was to seek to bring about the greatest good for the greatest number of people. 

Economics provided rational arguments for why free markets with limited government regulation would 

bring about greater prosperity and higher living standards for most people in the long run. Therefore, 

governments should enact laws that spurred free trade and free enterprise.  

 

As a result of this reasoning, Britain enacted significant legislation that was in line with classical 

economics. First in 1834, the House of Commons passed the Poor Law that established workhouses 

where people could receive government aid. By requiring the poor to labor in government workhouses, 

Britain made government assistance extremely unattractive. They thought this would incentivize poor 

people to work harder and pursue prosperity through their own efforts in the market. 

 

Britain also repealed the Corn Laws, which opened up the marketplace for grain imported from other 

countries. By removing tariffs on imported grain, the grains supply in Britain increased, the cost of food 

decreased, and hunger was alleviated in Great Britain. One of the main reasons for repealing the Corn 

Laws was, in fact, the Irish famine. As the classical economists had said, removing the government 

barrier to free trade did in fact decrease the price of food and saved the lives of the poor. 
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We will stop our discussion of classical economics here because you have already studied much of it in 

depth in Economics with Mr. Franzese. Other famous classical economists were Thomas Malthus who 

claimed that the population would outgrow the food supply and many people would starve to death. (He 

didn’t account for the fact that post-industrialized countries pursue higher standards of living and produce 

fewer children. Nor did he realize how efficient technology and the market would become in producing 

lots of food cheaply.) Another famous classical economist of the time was David Ricardo, who argued 

that labor was like any other commodity that is bought and sold at a market price. He correctly predicted 

that increased standards of living would decrease population growth. 

 

1. Think back to Locke’s argument concerning liberty and property. What were the foundations of an 

individual’s political liberty and his freedom to dispose of his property as he thought best? How is this 

different from Bentham’s argument from utility? Which is the stronger argument? Why? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Socialism 

Now we turn to socialism. Again, be careful not to make assumptions based on modern political 

discussions. We often use these terms in very different ways than they were used in history. Socialism in 

the nineteenth century can only be understood in light of industrialization and the changes it brought 

about for the working class. There were many forms of socialism and they did not all agree with each 

other. What they all share are a criticism of the ability of industrial capitalism to produce and distribute 

goods in a fair way. 

1. Utopian Socialism – early forms of socialism, based on the formation of communities that were 

intentionally organized and managed to ensure the well being of all the members of that 
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community; some utopian socialists, like Robert Owen, embraced the industrialized economy as a 

means of prosperity that could be directed towards the good of the whole society; sought to 

institute reforms under exiting governments 

2. Anarchism – not really socialism, but in the mid-1800s they were all lumped together as 

political radicals; thought that governments perpetuated the injustice of industrial capitalism, and 

that both together had to be destroyed; some advocated violence, some were peaceful 

3. Marxism – the most successful form of socialism that triumphed over the other forms by the 

end of the nineteenth century, based on the writings of Karl Marx, who, together with Friederich 

Engels, wrote The Communist Manifesto in 1848; placed the plight of the working class in a 

larger historical narrative of oppression; argued that reform was impossible, only an inevitable 

revolution would bring real change 

 

Read and annotate this excerpt of Marx’s The Communist Manifesto. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Communist Manifesto (1848) 

PREAMBLE 

A spectre is haunting Europe — the spectre of communism. All the powers of old Europe have 

entered into a holy alliance to exorcise this spectre: Pope and Tsar, Metternich and Guizot, French 

Radicals and German police-spies.   

 

Where is the party in opposition that has not been decried as communistic by its opponents in power? 

Where is the opposition that has not hurled back the branding reproach of communism, against the 

more advanced opposition parties, as well as against its reactionary adversaries?   

 

Two things result from this fact:   

I.  Communism is already acknowledged by all European powers to be itself a power.   

II.  It is high time that Communists should openly, in the face of the whole world, publish their views, 

their aims, their tendencies, and meet this nursery tale of the Spectre of Communism with a manifesto 

of the party itself.   

 

To this end, Communists of various nationalities have assembled in London and sketched the 

following manifesto, to be published in the English, French, German, Italian, Flemish and Danish 

languages.  

FROM CHAPTER 1:  BOURGEOIS AND PROLETARIANS 

The history of all hitherto existing society is the history of class struggles.   

Freeman and slave, patrician and plebeian, lord and serf, guild-master and journeyman, in a word, 

oppressor and oppressed, stood in constant opposition to one another, carried on an uninterrupted, 

now hidden, now open fight, a fight that each time ended, either in a revolutionary reconstitution of 

society at large, or in the common ruin of the contending classes.   

 

In the earlier epochs of history, we find almost everywhere a complicated arrangement of society into 

various orders, a manifold gradation of social rank. In ancient Rome we have patricians, knights, 

plebeians, slaves; in the Middle Ages, feudal lords, vassals, guild-masters, journeymen, apprentices, 

serfs; in almost all of these classes, again, subordinate gradations. 

 

.   
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The modern bourgeois society that has sprouted from the ruins of feudal society has not done away 

with class antagonisms. It has but established new classes, new conditions of oppression, new forms 

of struggle in place of the old ones.   

 

Our epoch, the epoch of the bourgeoisie, possesses, however, this distinct feature: it has simplified 

class antagonisms. Society as a whole is more and more splitting up into two great hostile camps, into 

two great classes directly facing each other — Bourgeoisie and Proletariat.   

 

From the serfs of the Middle Ages sprang the chartered burghers of the earliest towns. From these 

burgesses the first elements of the bourgeoisie were developed.   

 

The discovery of America, the rounding of the Cape, opened up fresh ground for the rising 

bourgeoisie. The East-Indian and Chinese markets, the colonisation of America, trade with the 

colonies, the increase in the means of exchange and in commodities generally, gave to commerce, to 

navigation, to industry, an impulse never before known, and thereby, to the revolutionary element in 

the tottering feudal society, a rapid development.   

 

The feudal system of industry, in which industrial production was monopolised by closed guilds, now 

no longer sufficed for the growing wants of the new markets. The manufacturing system took its 

place. Theguild-masters were pushed on one side by the manufacturing middle class; division of 

labour between the different corporate guilds vanished in the face of division of labour in each single 

workshop.   

 

Meantime the markets kept ever growing, the demand ever rising. Even manufacturer no longer 

sufficed. Thereupon, steam and machinery revolutionised industrial production. The place of 

manufacture was taken by the giant, Modern Industry; the place of the industrial middle class by 

industrial millionaires, the leaders of the whole industrial armies, the modern bourgeois.   

 

Modern industry has established the world market, for which the discovery of America paved the 

way. This market has given an immense development to commerce, to navigation, to communication 

by land. This development has, in its turn, reacted on the extension of industry; and in proportion as 

industry, commerce, navigation, railways extended, in the same proportion the bourgeoisie developed, 

increased its capital, and pushed into the background every class handed down from the Middle Ages.   

We see, therefore, how the modern bourgeoisie is itself the product of a long course of development, 

of a series of revolutions in the modes of production and of exchange.   

 

Each step in the development of the bourgeoisie was accompanied by a corresponding political 

advance of that class. An oppressed class under the sway of the feudal nobility, an armed and self-

governing association in the medieval commune(4): here independent urban republic (as in Italy and 

Germany); there taxable “third estate” of the monarchy (as in France); afterwards, in the period of 

manufacturing proper, serving either the semi-feudal or the absolute monarchy as a counterpoise 

against the nobility, and, in fact, cornerstone of the great monarchies in general, the bourgeoisie has at 

last, since the establishment of Modern Industry and of the world market, conquered for itself, in the 

modern representative State, exclusive political sway. The executive of the modern state is but a 

committee for managing the common affairs of the whole bourgeoisie…. 
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FROM CHAPTER 2:  PROLETARIANS AND COMMUNISTS 

In what relation do the Communists stand to the proletarians as a whole?  

 

The Communists do not form a separate party opposed to the other working-class parties.   

 

They have no interests separate and apart from those of the proletariat as a whole.   

 

They do not set up any sectarian principles of their own, by which to shape and mould the proletarian 

movement.   

 

The Communists are distinguished from the other working-class parties by this only: 1. In the national 

struggles of the proletarians of the different countries, they point out and bring to the front the 

common interests of the entire proletariat, independently of all nationality. 2. In the various stages of 

development which the struggle of the working class against the bourgeoisie has to pass through, they 

always and everywhere represent the interests of the movement as a whole….  

 

Communism deprives no man of the power to appropriate the products of society; all that it does is to 

deprive him of the power to subjugate the labor of others by means of such appropriations.   

 

It has been objected that upon the abolition of private property, all work will cease, and universal 

laziness will overtake us.   

 

According to this, bourgeois society ought long ago to have gone to the dogs through sheer idleness; 

for those of its members who work, acquire nothing, and those who acquire anything do not work. 

The whole of this objection is but another expression of the tautology: that there can no longer be any 

wage-labor when there is no longer any capital….   

 

We have seen above, that the first step in the revolution by the working class is to raise the proletariat 

to the position of ruling class to win the battle of democracy.   

 

The proletariat will use its political supremacy to wrest, by degree, all capital from the bourgeoisie, to 

centralize all instruments of production in the hands of the State, i.e., of the proletariat organised as 

the ruling class; and to increase the total productive forces as rapidly as possible.   

 

Of course, in the beginning, this cannot be effected except by means of despotic inroads on the rights 

of property, and on the conditions of bourgeois production; by means of measures, therefore, which 

appear economically insufficient and untenable, but which, in the course of the movement, outstrip 

themselves, necessitate further inroads upon the old social order, and are unavoidable as a means of 

entirely revolutionizing the mode of production.   

 

These measures will, of course, be different in different countries.   

 

Nevertheless, in most advanced countries, the following will be pretty generally applicable.   
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Closing: Answer the following question in 5-7 sentences. 

1. Summarize Marx’s critique of capitalist society in the beginning of The Communist Manifesto. How 

does Marx situate the plight of the proletariat into a larger historical narrative? What does the inevitable 

victory of the proletariat mean for society as a whole? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

1.  Abolition of property in land and application of all rents of land to public purposes.   

2.  A heavy progressive or graduated income tax.   

3.  Abolition of all rights of inheritance.   

4.  Confiscation of the property of all emigrants and rebels.   

5.  Centralisation of credit in the hands of the state, by means of a national bank with State capital and 

an exclusive monopoly.   

6.  Centralisation of the means of communication and transport in the hands of the State.   

7.  Extension of factories and instruments of production owned by the State; the bringing into 

cultivation of waste-lands, and the improvement of the soil generally in accordance with a common 

plan.   

8.  Equal liability of all to work. Establishment of industrial armies, especially for agriculture.   

9.  Combination of agriculture with manufacturing industries; gradual abolition of all the distinction 

between town and country by a more equable distribution of the populace over the country.   

10. Free education for all children in public schools. Abolition of children’s factory labour in its 

present form. Combination of education with industrial production, &c, &c.   

 

When, in the course of development, class distinctions have disappeared, and all production has been 

concentrated in the hands of a vast association of the whole nation, the public power will lose its 

political character. Political power, properly so called, is merely the organised power of one class for 

oppressing another. If the proletariat during its contest with the bourgeoisie is compelled, by the force 

of circumstances, to organise itself as a class, if, by means of a revolution, it makes itself the ruling 

class, and, as such, sweeps away by force the old conditions of production, then it will, along with 

these conditions, have swept away the conditions for the existence of class antagonisms and of classes 

generally, and will thereby have abolished its own supremacy as a class.   

 

In place of the old bourgeois society, with its classes and class antagonisms, we shall have an 

association, in which the free development of each is the condition for the free development of all. 
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Friday, March 27 
 History Unit: Nineteenth Century 

 Lesson 5: Revolutions of 1848 

 

Socratic Guiding Question: Keep this question in mind as you study this lesson! 

Which is a more powerful inspiration for political change – ideology or material hardships? 

 

Objective: Be able to do this by the end of the lesson. 

1. Summarize the political causes and effects of the various revolutions that took place in Europe in 1848. 

 

Read “1848: Year of Revolutions” on pages 764-775 of your textbook.  (attached). Fill out the chart 

below with the causes and outcomes of each revolution. Be thorough in your answers. 

 

Nation Causes Outcomes 

France   

Habsburg Territories  

(Austria) 

  

Italy   

Germany   

 
























































