Humane Letters 11: Ancient Greece
March 23-27
Time Allotment: 80 minutes per day

Humane Letters 11: Ancient Greece
March 23-27

Packet Overview
Date

Objective(s)

Monday (3/23)

Read Hamlet Act 1, Scenes 1-2 and complete questions.

Tuesday (3/24)

Read Hamlet Act 1, Scenes 3-5 and complete questions.

Wednesday (3/25)

Read Hamlet Act 2 and complete the grammar questions.

Thursday (3/26)

Review Act 2 and complete logic and rhetoric questions.

Friday (3/27)

Read Act 3, Scenes 1-2 and complete questions.

Additional Notes:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.

v.

vi.

Assignments should be completed preferably in (a) a notebook or loose-leaf paper, but if you do
not have access to these, you may type your work.
Title each assignment with the DATE (see above).
If not in a notebook, keep all your written work in a folder (physical folder if written, digital
folder if typed).
If you do not have a physical copy of Hamlet, a PDF copy of the text is included at the end of this
packet. Also, the text can be downloaded at
https://www.folgerdigitaltexts.org/download/pdf/Ham.pdf
If you would like to read along with an audio recording of the play, here are some links to FREE
audio editions:
a. https://archive.org/details/HamletBBCRadioEdition1993
b. https://librivox.org/hamlet-by-william-shakespeare/
An excellent audio edition for purchase is here:
a. https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/Hamlet/Full-Cast-Dramatization/FolgerShakespeare-Library-Presents/9781442374379
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I certify that my student completed this
assignment independently in accordance with
the GHNO Academy Honor Code.
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Monday, March 23
Literature Unit: Hamlet
Lesson 1: Act 1, Scenes 1-2
Unit Overview: Hamlet
Having just completed Plato’s Republic, you have been inducted into the serious examination of ideas
such as objective justice and goodness, both ideas that you encountered in a “rougher” form during the
first semester in your reading of the Iliad, the Odyssey, the histories of Herodotus and Thucydides, and
other readings. From Plato you have also learned that true reality is about things that “are” (as Plato
would say, true knowledge is of unchanging, universal forms). Now you will read Shakespeare’s Hamlet,
a play that, while it occurs at a royal court, is full of essential human struggles and reflections on human
nature. In reading this play, you will be able to appreciate more the importance of the existence of
objective justice and goodness, and the damage caused by their absence. You will also see characters
struggle to discern truth in the midst of lies, disguises, conventions—in a word, Hamlet especially will try
to see through things that seem true. A question to keep in mind while reading is, if Denmark is like
Plato’s Cave, which characters are enslaved, and which are the philosophers (if there are any)?
Although not necessary, if you do have your copy of the Folger Shakespeare Library Edition of Hamlet,
we recommend that you consult the notes and illustrations positioned on each facing page since they will
give you quick and easy access to information that will help you to better understand the reading. Also,
when required you should cite the text by act, scene, and line numbers (ex: 3.2.12-25).
For each lesson, you will be required to write responses to four different types of questions: (1) Socratic,
(2) Grammar, (3) Logic, and (4) Rhetoric. The first question type, Socratic, helps you begin to think
about the main ideas and challenges that you will encounter in the text by having you recall prior
knowledge, memories, or interests. The second question type, Grammar, helps you to identify essential
facts or elements of the play by pointing out key literary devices, word definitions, and basic
comprehension questions (such as identifying characters). The third question type, Logic, helps you to
discover the central idea of the text by leading you to draw conclusions through arranging, connecting,
organizing, comparing, and reasoning with the facts learned (as Plato says, this is DIALECTIC!) from the
grammar question. Finally, the last question type, Rhetoric, will help you to express in your own words a
key conclusion about a central idea.
Objective:
1. Read Hamlet Act 1, Scenes 1-2 and complete questions.
I. SOCRATIC Question: before reading, answer the following question:
1. Would you believe a friend that told you about seeing the ghost of a deceased family member or
loved one? Why or why not? How would you respond if you saw the ghost? Would you believe it
is real? Would you trust what it told you?
II. GRAMMAR Questions: Answer these questions WHILE reading (and if possible, annotating) Act 1,
Scenes 1-2:
2. Keep a list of characters that appear, along with a brief description of each.
3. Describe the setting at the beginning of the first scene. Where is this? Who is present?
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4. Refer to (1.1.160); what animal is referenced? What is this animal doing that is so strange?
5. Describe the appearance of the ghost.
6. Mark (1.1.166-167) as an example of PERSONIFICATION (a figure of speech in which a nonhuman thing is given human attributes.); what is being personified? What effect does this have on
the MOOD (the emotional feeling aroused in the reader by the work) of the play?
7. Look at (1.2.117) and write down the name of the university where Hamlet studies. Make a note
that at the time this university was the great center in the West for classical studies, theology, and
philosophy. The city was also the home of Martin Luther, the theologian who initiated the
Protestant Reformation (remember the Ninety-Five Theses?).
8. Note that (1.2.133-164) is a SOLILOQUY (literary device in which a character, usually alone
onstage, utters his or her thoughts aloud).
III. LOGIC Questions: Answer these AFTER reading ACT 1, Scenes 1-2:
9. Refer to (1.1.1-3), and consider the opening question, “Who’s there?” Do you think the line
holds a deeper meaning beyond the literal circumstances in which it occurs? Keep this question in
mind as you read the play.
10. Briefly summarize the story of Fortinbras/Norway versus Hamlet the Elder/Denmark (Scene 1).
What was the outcome of the rivalry? Why is war seemingly inevitable now? What does young
Fortinbras want?
11. Reference King Claudius’ speech (1.2.1-38). What do we learn about him here? What kind of
leader is he?
12. Reference (1.2.66-69). Note that this is an example of a PUN (a play on words by using different
meanings of the same word, or different words with the same sound). Notice the pun that is being
made between the words “sun” and “son”. Paraphrase what Hamlet is saying here, and then write
a few sentences as to what we learn about Hamlet’s demeanor and his feelings toward Claudius.
13. Read (1.2.79-89), starting at “Hamlet: Nay it is; I know not seems…” Paraphrase what he is
saying in 1-2 sentences. Then, in 1 sentence, write down what you learn about him from these
lines.
14. By the end of scene 2, does Horatio believe that the ghost is Hamlet’s father? Use evidence. Why
are Hamlet, Horatio and the other soldiers so concerned about this sighting?
IV. RHETORIC Question: Answer in at least 6-8 sentences.
15. Read aloud Hamlet’s first soliloquy at lines (1.2.133-164). What is the most important thing you
learn about Hamlet from this soliloquy? Use evidence.
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Tuesday, March 24
Literature Unit: Hamlet
Lesson 2: Act 1, Scenes 3-5.
Objective:
1. Read Hamlet Act 1, Scenes 3-5 and complete questions.
I. SOCRATIC Question: refer to the same Socratic question from yesterday (lesson 1).
1. Look at your initial answer, and if your opinion has changed write it down along with a few
thoughts as to why you have changed your mind.
II. GRAMMAR Questions: Answer these questions WHILE reading (and if possible, annotating) Act 1,
Scenes 3-5:
2. Continue to keep a list of characters that appear, along with a brief description of each.
3. Write down (1.3.20-24) and write a note that this means Hamlet is subject to the office of his
(future) kingship; so unlike ordinary people, Hamlet may not choose whom to marry.
4. Summarize the advice that Laertes gives to his sister, Ophelia. What is Ophelia’s response to her
brother? (scene 3).
5. What does Ophelia communicate to Polonius after Laertes leaves? What does Polonius command
Ophelia to do? (scene 3)
6. Refer to (1.5.6): “sulph’rous and tormenting flames” refers to the fires of purgatory.
7. What does the ghost tell Hamlet about who he is and where he comes from?
8. What does the ghost want of Hamlet?
9. What does Hamlet conclude about the ghost when speaking to his friends, and what does he
demand of them?
10. “antic disposition” at (1.5.192) means “strange behavior; appearance of insanity”.

III. LOGIC Questions: Answer these AFTER reading ACT 1, Scenes 3-5:
11. Consider Polonius’ whole speech and his advice to Ophelia (1.3.64ff). Do you think this
command is borne of good intentions and fatherly concern for his daughter? Give evidence for
your answer.
12. In scene 4, Horatio advises Hamlet not to speak to the ghost alone. Why does Hamlet refuse to
obey his advice?
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13. Is there any reason to believe that this ghost is not real? Is it significant that Horatio and the
others never hear the ghost speak?
14. Characterize the ghost: is full of vengeance, or something else? Use evidence.
15. Should Hamlet have followed Horatio’s earlier advice not to speak with the ghost alone?
IV. RHETORIC Question: Answer in 6-8 sentences.
16. Hamlet says, “The time is out of joint. O cursed spite that every I was born to set it right”
(1.5.210-211). Earlier, Marcellus says, “Something is rotten in the state of Denmark” (1.4.100).
What is the “something rotten in the state,” and why must Hamlet be required to “set it right”?
Would killing Claudius “set it right”? Why or why not?

Wednesday, March 25
Literature Unit: Hamlet
Lesson 3: Act 2
Objective:
1. Read Act 2 and complete the Socratic and Grammar questions.
I. SOCRATIC Question: BEFORE reading answer the following question:
1. Reflect on what you have learned about the art of theatre. What is the purpose of theatre, and
what can it show us about human nature?
II. GRAMMAR Questions: Answer these questions WHILE reading (and if possible, annotating) Act 2:
2. Briefly describe what is happening at the first scene of Act 2.
3. What does Polonius think is the cause of Hamlet’s behavior?
4. Why do you think Hamlet is acting the way he is? Is he using or manipulating Ophelia in scene 1,
or is he simply saying goodbye to youthful fancies and Ophelia in light of his oath to avenge his
father’s murder?
5. Scene 2: who are Rosencrantz and Guildenstern, and why have the queen and king sent for them?
Briefly characterize these two as you learn about them in this scene.
6. Do you think Gertrude knows what has happened to her husband? Give evidence.
7. To what does Gertrude attribute her son’s ill behavior. Is her belief reasonable?
8. What news does Voltemand bring the king? How does Claudius react?
9. What does Polonius read aloud to Claudius and Gertrude? Why?
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10. What stands out to you about Hamlet’s conversation with Polonius?
11. See line (2.2.247): “On fortune’s cap we are not the very button” – note that this refers to the
goddess Fortune, who personifies the irrational randomness of the world. The goddess Fortune
has traditionally been viewed as being the cause of all misfortune.
12. What speech does Hamlet request the actors recite? Why might this selection be significant?
13. Note that line (2.2.518), “Out, Out, thou strumpet Fortune!” is another reference the theory that
Fortune is the cause of evil and suffering.
14. At (2.2.577), “O, what a rogue and peasant slave am I!”, why is Hamlet angry at himself?
15. Note that (2.2.631-632) indicates that Hamlet is wondering whether the Ghost is really the devil
trying to deceive him and damn his soul.

Thursday, March 25
Literature Unit: Hamlet
Lesson 4: Act 2
Objective:
1. Review Act 2 and complete the Logic and Rhetoric Questions.
III. LOGIC Questions: Answer these AFTER reading Act 2:
1. Refer to (2.1.101-103): Why does Hamlet peruse Ophelia’s face so thoughtfully? What do you
believe he is thinking about?
2. Do you think that the love letter Polonius reads is real, or was it fabricated by Hamlet? What
evidence do you have one way or the other?
3. Why do you think Hamlet acts in “antic disposition” before Ophelia? Does he really love her?
4. Read (2.2.262-266): Why does Hamlet use the METAPHOR (comparison between two unlike
things without using the words like, as, or than; it helps something less known be better
understood through a comparison to something known) of a prison here? Is this a fitting
metaphor, and if so, why?
5. Review the conversation between Polonius and Hamlet in the second scene. Is there any truth in
what Hamlet says?
6. Review the scene between Hamlet and Rosencrantz and Guildenstern. When are Rosencrantz and
Guildenstern being honest? Are they ever dishonest, and if so, when? What about Hamlet?
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7. Review the encounter with the actors. How does Hamlet greet the actors? Why?
8. Hamlet initiates the recitation of Aeneas’ tale of Pyrrhus and Priam. Who are Priam, Hecuba, and
Pyrrhus? What was Pyrrhus doing and why? How does Pyrrhus deal with the death of his father?
9. What did Hamlet hope to accomplish by having the actors recite this passage? Did he succeed?
How can you tell?
10. Examine Hamlet’s soliloquy at lines (2.2.576-634). What effect has the actor’s recitation had on
him?
IV. RHETORIC Question: Answer in at least 2 paragraphs.
11. The characters in this play are engaged in a fair amount of deception and spying. The first part of
your answer should list the trail of deceit: who lies and why? Then, in the second part of your
response, make an argument for who is the most honest character in the story thus far.

Friday, March 27
Literature Unit: Hamlet
Lesson 5: Act 3, Scenes 1-2.
Objective:
1. Read Hamlet Act 3, Scenes 1-2 and complete questions.
I. SOCRATIC Question: BEFORE reading answer the following question:
1. Think about groups or governments you have studied where secrecy, spying, and surveillance
have prevailed. What are the risks in spying? Are there any benefits to doing it? Is it necessary for
honesty and transparency to exist in society in order for the flourishing of its citizens? Why or
why not?
II. GRAMMAR Questions: Answer these questions WHILE reading (and if possible, annotating) Act 3,
Scenes 1-2:
2. Note (3.2.144): the “Dumb show” refers to the part of the play in which the actors perform a farce
about key details of the plot.
3. Note (3.2.419): the “witching time of night” refers to the time of night believed to be when
witches and demonic forces are most active—midnight or 3 a.m.

III. LOGIC Questions: Answer these AFTER reading ACT 3, Scenes 1-2:
4. What do you think of Rosencrantz and Guildenstern’s treatment of Hamlet and their reporting to
the king and queen? (scene 1)
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5. Why does Claudius say, “How smart a lash that speech doth give my conscience” (3.1.57-58)?
6. Carefully examine Hamlet’s soliloquy (3.1.64-98), and answer the following questions:
a. Do you think he notices Ophelia and directs his speech to her? Do Claudius and Polonius
also hear it? Or do you think Hamlet is alone when he delivers it, and only recognizes
Ophelia at the end of his speech? Give evidence.
b. What is Hamlet brooding about in this soliloquy? What do we learn about him?
7. Carefully examine the encounter between Hamlet and Ophelia, which begins with tender
greetings and ends in a fury. At what point does the dialogue turn ugly? Cite the line where the
turning point happens and explain your reasoning.
a. Is Ophelia lying? If so, about what?
b. What does it mean that Ophelia should “to a nunnery go”?
c. Why does Hamlet use such degrading language about Ophelia and women in general?
8. In scene 2, what does the play-within-the-play, sponsored by Hamlet, reveal about Denmark and
its key characters, and also about Hamlet’s feelings toward them?
IV. RHETORIC Question: Answer in at least 1 paragraph.
9. Hamlet says he loved Ophelia. What evidence do you have to suggest that this is true? What is
the evidence to the contrary? What do you think—does he really love Ophelia?

