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Chapter 2: “Harriet Beecher Stowe and Harriet Tubman”

Distribute copies of the Student Book. Ask students to turn to page 7 of the Student Book and 
look at the images as you read aloud.

CHAPTER

1
CHAPTER

2 Harriet Beecher Stowe and  
Harriet Tubman
Harriet Beecher Stowe  
was one of the people who 
spoke out against slavery.  
She wrote a book called 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin. The 
book is about the lives of 
slaves in the South at this 
time. The main character 
is Tom, a kind, old slave. 
Another character is a 
mean slave owner named 
Simon Legree. 

In the story, some of the 
slaves try to run away 
and are chased down 
by slave catchers. Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin was a hit. It 
was turned into a play. 
Over the years, millions of 
people bought the book 
and saw the play. Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin made people 
think about the suffering 
of slaves in the South. 

Harriet Beecher Stowe

7

CORE VOCABULARY—Explain that a character is a person or animal in a story.

Note to Teacher: Students in Core Knowledge schools may recall learning the word character as it 
applies to Chinese and Japanese writing. Make sure students understand that character is a multiple-
meaning word, and in this context, it refers to the people and animals in a story—not the group of lines 
that represents a word or part of a word.

CORE VOCABULARY—Explain that slave catchers were people who received a reward or were 
paid to find slaves who had run away and return them to their owners.

Ask students the following questions:

LITERAL—Who was Harriet Beecher Stowe?

 » She was a writer. She wrote a book called Uncle Tom’s Cabin.
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LITERAL—How did Uncle Tom’s Cabin help in the fight against slavery?

 » Uncle Tom’s Cabin made people think about the suffering of slaves in the South.

Now ask students to look at the images on page 8 as you read aloud.

Harriet Tubman knew what it 
was like to be a slave. She had 
been one herself. In 1849, she 
escaped from the South to 
the North.

Many people would have 
been happy just to escape. But 
Harriet Tubman was very brave. 
She went back to the South 
to rescue her family and other slaves. She made at least 
nineteen trips into the South and helped free more  
than three hundred people.

8

CORE VOCABULARY—Explain that escaped means that Harriet Tubman ran away from 
her owners.

SUPPORT—Point out that even though Harriet Beecher Stowe wrote about slavery, she was neither 
a slave nor of African descent. Harriet Tubman, on the other hand, was a woman born into slavery 
and experienced slavery firsthand.

Ask students the following questions:

LITERAL—Who was Harriet Tubman?

 » Harriet Tubman was a slave who escaped to the North and returned to the South to help other 
slaves escape too.
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INFERENTIAL—The text says that Harriet Tubman was brave. How was Harriet Tubman brave?

 » She escaped to freedom in the North but continued to come back to the South many other 
times to help free hundreds of other slaves. She put her own safety at risk by doing this 
because she could have been caught each time she returned to the South. If she had been 
caught, she would have been returned as a slave to her owner.

Ask students to look at the image on page 9 as you read aloud.

Harriet Tubman was part of a group of people who worked to 
help slaves escape to the North or to Canada. They organized  
the Underground Railroad. The Underground Railroad wasn’t 
really a railroad, and it didn’t really go underground. 

It was called a railroad because runaway slaves were given 
transportation from one place to the next. And it was called 
underground because this work was a secret.

9

CORE VOCABULARY—Explain that transportation is a way to get from one place to another.

SUPPORT—Make sure students understand that the Underground Railroad was not an actual 
railroad but a secret network of people and places that helped people escaping from slavery 
reach freedom.

Ask students the following questions:

LITERAL—What was the Underground Railroad?

 » The Underground Railroad was a group of people, including Harriet Tubman, who helped 
slaves escape to the North or to Canada.
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LITERAL—Why was the group that helped slaves called the Underground Railroad?

 » It was called that because it provided transportation from one place to the next and it 
was secret.

Now ask students to look at the images on page 10 as you read aloud.

Helpers, or guides such 
as Harriet Tubman, were 
called “conductors.” The 
conductors had to think 
of all kinds of sneaky 
tricks to keep the slaves 
from getting caught. They 
traveled at night. 

They hid their “passengers” 
in attics and basements 
during the daytime. These safe spots were known as “stations.”

10

SUPPORT—Guide students to recognize the references to railroad terminology, such as conductor 
(the driver of a train), passengers, and stations (where trains stop to let passengers on and off).

SUPPORT—Show students images of a train, a conductor, passengers, and a train station. 
Links to these images can be found in the CKHG Online Resources for this chapter. Help students 
identify a conductor, passengers, and a station in the images on page 10.

Ask students the following questions:

INFERENTIAL—Why do you think the people of the Underground Railroad traveled at night?

 » They traveled at night because it was dark outside and they would be less likely to be seen 
and caught.
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LITERAL—What else did people who were part of the Underground Railroad do to keep from 
getting caught?

 » They hid slaves in attics and basements during the day so that slave catchers would be less 
likely to find them.

Ask students to look at the images on page 11 as you read aloud.

The conductors also knew how to survive in the wilderness. 
They knew which plants and berries were safe to eat. They 
studied the stars in the sky to figure out the way North. 

When the sky was too 
cloudy to see the stars, 
the conductors would 
feel around the bottoms 
of trees. Moss usually 
grows on the north side 
of trees, and north was 
where they were going.

11

CORE VOCABULARY—Explain that to survive means to stay alive. The conductors knew how to 
stay alive—and to help the escaping slaves stay alive—in the wilderness.

CORE VOCABULARY—Explain that wilderness is an unsettled area, or an area where people do 
not live. It is a place where there are no—or very few—homes, farms, or other buildings.

SUPPORT—Help students see that in the top picture, the conductor is pointing to a 
constellation, or group of stars, called the Big Dipper. It looks like a cup with a long handle. The 
cup of the Big Dipper points to the North Star. This star is not the brightest star in the sky, but it is 
useful because it is always in the same spot every night. Because of this, it is used to navigate north. 
Make sure that students fully appreciate that there was no internet or GPS and no computers or cell 
phones at this time that people could use quickly and easily to look up directions on how to get 
from one place to another.
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Core Vocabulary

debated  ran for president  lawyer  politician  
Confederate States of America  tensions

Chapter 3: “Abraham Lincoln and the Coming of War”

Distribute copies of the Student Book. Tell students to turn to page 12 in the Student Book, 
noting that this chapter is titled “Abraham Lincoln and the Coming of War.” Ask them to look at 
the image on the page as you read aloud and to listen carefully to find out what some Southern 
states did when Abraham Lincoln was elected president.

CHAPTER

3 Abraham Lincoln and the  
Coming of War 
The argument about free states and slave states 
continued. And the question of who should decide if 
slavery should be allowed—and where—was debated 
in the North and South. In the end, though, people in 
the South continued to say that they needed slaves to 
grow tobacco, sugar, and cotton. 

12

CORE VOCABULARY—Explain that debated means talked about and expressed different opinions 
or points of view about something.

 SUPPORT—Ask students to turn back to the map on page 5 in the Student Book, showing 
free states and territories, slave states and territories, and places where the question about 
whether slavery would be permitted was to be decided “later.” Be sure students understand 
that people in the North and South continued to argue about whether slavery should be allowed.
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Ask students the following questions:

LITERAL—What did the people living in the Northern and Southern states continue to 
argue about?

 » People continued to argue about if—and where—slavery should be allowed.

LITERAL—What did people living in the South continue to say?

 » People in the South continued to say they needed slaves to grow tobacco, sugar, and cotton.

Now ask students to look at the images on page 13 as you read aloud.

When, in 1860, Abraham Lincoln ran for president, the Southern 
states really did worry. Abraham Lincoln spoke out against slavery 
spreading into areas that could become new states.

Abraham Lincoln had 
grown up in a poor 
family. He had to work as 
a young boy. With little 
or no time for school, he 
had mostly taught himself. 
He eventually became a 
lawyer and then a politician. 

13

CORE VOCABULARY—Explain that ran for president means competed for people’s votes to be 
elected president.

SUPPORT—Remind students that the president is elected, or chosen by people’s votes. When 
someone runs for president, he or she tries to convince people to vote for him or her.

CORE VOCABULARY—Explain that a lawyer helps people with matters that deal with the law. 
Lawyers can help people with important papers, help people understand their rights, or help 
people who are accused of breaking the law.
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CORE VOCABULARY—Explain that a politician is someone who is elected to work in the 
government or who is trying to get elected to work in the government.

Ask students the following question:

LITERAL—What did Abraham Lincoln speak out about?

 » Lincoln spoke out against slavery spreading into any new areas that might become states.

Ask students to look at the image on page 14 as you read aloud.

Some Southerners said that the South should leave the Union if  
he became president. When Abraham Lincoln won the election 
and became president, seven Southern states did just that!

Abraham Lincoln’s ideas about slavery made him unpopular 
with many Southerners. They believed he would end slavery in 
the South, even though he said he wanted only to stop slavery 
from happening in new states. 

14

SUPPORT—Explain that “leave the Union” means leave the United States. States that left the Union 
would no longer be part of the United States.

Ask students the following questions:

LITERAL—Why was Lincoln unpopular with many Southerners?

 » Lincoln was unpopular with many Southerners because they believed he would end slavery in 
the South.
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LITERAL—What happened after Abraham Lincoln became president?

 » When Abraham Lincoln became president, seven Southern states left the Union.

Now ask students to look at the images on page 15 as you read aloud.

These Southern states said they  
were breaking away from the  
United States, just as the original  
thirteen colonies had broken away  
from Great Britain. They were  
forming a new country named the  
Confederate States of America, or  
the Confederacy for short. 
They even elected their own  
president, a man named  
Jefferson Davis.

15

CORE VOCABULARY—Explain that Confederate States of America was the new name of the 
Southern states that left the Union.

Ask students the following questions:

LITERAL—What was the name of the South’s new country?

 » The South named their new country the Confederate States of America, or the Confederacy 
for short.

LITERAL—Who was the president of the Confederacy?

 » Jefferson Davis was the president of the Confederacy.
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Ask students to look at the image on page 16 as you read aloud.

Four more Southern states left the Union. President Abraham 
Lincoln and others in the North decided that the only way  
to save the Union was to go to war—a civil war.

Tensions continued to grow between the North and the 
South. In April 1861, Confederate soldiers attacked Fort 
Sumter, near Charleston, South Carolina.

16

CORE VOCABULARY—Explain that tensions are angry disagreements.

 SUPPORT—Help students find South Carolina on their Map of the United States 
During the Civil War (AP 1.3).

SUPPORT—Explain that a civil war is a war between groups in the same country—in 
this case, between the United States and the Confederate States of America.

SUPPORT—Explain that the people who were in Fort Sumter when it was attacked by Confederate 
soldiers were soldiers who were part of the U.S. Army.

SUPPORT—Remind students that the word Union refers to all of the states that were part of 
the United States of America. Explain that when President Lincoln said that the only way to save 
the Union was to go to war, he meant that the only way to keep all of the states a part of the 
United States of America was to go to war with the states that had decided to become a part of 
the Confederacy.

Activity Page

AP 1.3
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Ask students the following questions:

LITERAL—Who attacked Fort Sumter?

 » Confederate soldiers attacked Fort Sumter.

LITERAL—What did President Lincoln decide was the only way to save the Union?

 » President Lincoln decided that the United States would have to go to war with the states that 
had left the Union.

 CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING: BIG QUESTION

TURN AND TALK—Why did the North and South go to war?

 » President Lincoln and others in the North did not believe in the spread of slavery. They 
wanted to keep the Union together after some Southern states broke away and started the 
Confederacy. Confederate soldiers attacked Fort Sumter, and more states left the Union. 
President Lincoln and others in the North believed the only way to save the country was to go 
to war.

Additional Activities

More About Abraham Lincoln

Materials Needed: internet access, capability to display internet in the classroom

 Background for Teachers: Use this link to download the CKHG Online Resources for this unit, 
where the specific links to the websites may be found:

www.coreknowledge.org/ckhg-online-resources

Tell students they will learn more about Abraham Lincoln by first watching two short videos about him. 
Play the first video, Abraham Lincoln for Kids—Part 1 (Childhood) (06:27), which tells about Abraham 
Lincoln’s childhood.

Ask students the following questions:

• Tell me about the house that Abraham Lincoln lived in as a child.
 » Lincoln lived in a small log cabin that had a dirt floor and was far away from other people.

• How did young Abe Lincoln learn new things?
 » Young Abe Lincoln learned new things by reading and studying and repeating words on 

his own.

• What nickname did young Abe earn?
 » Young Abe earned the nickname “Honest Abe.”
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