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19CHAPTER 1 | SLAVERY IN THE UNITED STATES

Big Question

How did people living in the United States differ in their views about slavery?

Core Vocabulary

slavery  enslaved  South  generation  freedom  North  territories
Union  evils

Chapter 1: “Slavery in the United States”

Ask students to turn to page 2 of the Student Book and look at the image as you read aloud. 
Ask students to listen carefully to find out what people living in the United States 160 years ago 
thought about slavery.

2

CHAPTER

1 Slavery in the United States 
What is slavery? Slavery is the practice of owning people 
and forcing them to work, often without pay. Slavery 
existed in ancient Greece and Rome. And sadly, there 
was once slavery in the United States.

Ask students the following question:

LITERAL—What is slavery?

 » Slavery is the practice of owning people and forcing them to work, often without pay.
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Now ask students to look at the images on page 3 as you read aloud.

In the 1600s, Africans 
were enslaved and 
forced to come to 
America to work.  
Most enslaved Africans 
worked on large  
farms in the South 
called plantations. 

The slaves’ children and 
grandchildren were 
enslaved too. And so it 
went across the years. 
One slave generation 
after the next, born into 
enslavement, with little 
hope of freedom.

3

CORE VOCABULARY—Explain that to be enslaved is to be forced to work for others without 
being paid or having any freedom. Usually, people who were enslaved were owned by the people 
forcing them to work without pay. Further explain that people who are enslaved are called 
slaves. Throughout history, when slavery has existed, the people who were slaves were often 
treated poorly.

 CORE VOCABULARY—Explain that the South refers to the states in the southeastern 
and south-central part of the United States. These included Louisiana, Arkansas, 
Texas, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia, Florida, Georgia, Alabama, 
Tennessee, Missouri, Kentucky, Maryland, and Delaware. Point out the region of the 
South on Map of the United States During the Civil War (AP 1.3)

CORE VOCABULARY—Explain that a generation is all the people who are born around the same 
time. For example, everyone who is in Grade 2 is part of the same generation because they were all 
born around the same time.

CORE VOCABULARY—Explain that freedom is having the power to make your own decisions and 
to do what you want. Someone who has freedom is not enslaved or kept by others.

Activity Page

AP 1.3
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SUPPORT—Review the images on the page, helping students to understand what each 
image shows. The top image shows captured Africans being loaded onto cargo ships to be 
brought to the Americas. The bottom image shows an African girl being sold. There are other 
Africans sitting behind her waiting to be sold. Slave owners bought and sold their slaves. The sale 
would be held in a public place, where many people could see the slaves on display.

Ask students the following question:

LITERAL—How did slavery in America start?

 » Africans were enslaved and brought to America in the 1600s to work on large farms 
called plantations.

Ask students to look at the images on page 4 as you read aloud.

Some enslaved people lived in the North, but fewer were  
needed there to work. However in the South, the demand for 
slaves grew with the demand for tobacco, sugar, and cotton. 
Slaves were needed to plant and harvest these crops. Tobacco, 
sugar, and cotton not only made some powerful Southern 

plantation owners 
very rich, it made 
America rich too!

Some Southern 
plantation owners 
lived in very grand 
homes. They had 
lots of slaves. In the 
Northern states, over 
time, slavery was no 
longer allowed. 

4

 CORE VOCABULARY—Explain that the North refers to the states in the northeastern 
and north-central part of the United States. Point out the region of the North on 
Map of the United States During the Civil War (AP 1.3).

Activity Page

AP 1.3
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SUPPORT—Make sure students understand that the main images on the page show enslaved 
workers on Southern plantations. There are no images on the page that show life in the North, 
although some Northern businesses also benefited from the Southern crops they processed 
and sold.

Ask students the following questions:

LITERAL—Were there more slaves in the North or the South?

 » There were more slaves in the South.

LITERAL—Why did the plantation owners in the South think they needed slaves?

 » Plantation owners thought they needed slaves to plant and harvest tobacco, sugar, and cotton.

LITERAL—What was the result of using slave labor on plantations in the South? What happened to 
Southern plantation owners who used slaves?

 » The plantation owners became rich from selling valuable tobacco, sugar, and cotton.

Now ask students to look at the images on page 5 as you read aloud.

In the 1840s and 1850s, new territories in the West and Midwest 
were ready to become U.S. states and join the Union. Many 
people in the 
North wanted 
these new 
states to be free 
states—places 
where slavery 
was not allowed. 

But in the South, 
the plantation 
owners worried 
that if there were more free states than slave states, people 
would try to end slavery. Then how would plantation owners 
grow tobacco, sugar, and cotton?

5



23CHAPTER 1 | SLAVERY IN THE UNITED STATES

CORE VOCABULARY—Explain that territories are areas of land.

CORE VOCABULARY—Explain that the Union was another name for the United States.

 SUPPORT—Use the map on page 5 to review with students the South (the green area), the 
North (the orange area, from Iowa east), and the West (the orange area north and west of 
Iowa plus the yellow area).

Ask students the following questions:

LITERAL—What did it mean to be a free state?

 » A free state was a place where slavery was not allowed.

INFERENTIAL—Why were plantation owners worried about territories becoming free states?

 » Plantation owners worried that if territories became free states, there would be more free 
states than slave states and people would try to end slavery. They believed they needed slaves 
to grow tobacco, sugar, and cotton and make money.

Ask students to look at the images on page 6 as you read aloud.

In both the North 
and the South, 
some people 
began to speak  
out against  
slavery. Church 
ministers and 
some writers drew 
attention to the 
evils of slavery.

In the North, posters were put up 
in public places. Small in number at 
first, those who were against slavery 
were called abolitionists because they 
wanted to abolish, or get rid of it.

Sarah and Angelina Grimké  
were raised in the South.  
Their family owned 
many slaves. When 
they grew up, they 
moved to the North 
and began to work 
to end slavery.

Sarah Grimké Angelina Grimké

6
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SUPPORT—Explain that church ministers are religious leaders, or leaders of churches.

CORE VOCABULARY—Explain that evils are things that are wrong and that make people suffer.

Ask students the following questions:

LITERAL—How did people show they were against slavery?

 » People talked about it, wrote about it, and put up posters in public places.

EVALUATIVE—Why do you think some people thought slavery was evil?

 » They probably thought slavery was evil and unfair because slaves were not allowed to decide 
where to live or work and were not paid for their work.

LITERAL—Who were the abolitionists?

 » The abolitionists were people who were against slavery. They wanted to abolish, or get rid 
of, slavery.

 CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING: BIG Q UESTION

TURN AND TALK—How did people living in the United States differ in their views about slavery?

 » Plantation owners in the South believed that slaves were needed to help grow sugar, cotton, 
and tobacco, which allowed the plantation owners to make a lot of money. Because fewer 
slaves were needed to do work in the North, most people in these states felt slavery was evil 
and should not be allowed.

Note to Teacher: Distribute copies of Letter to Family (AP 1.1) for students to take home.Activity Page

AP 1.1
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