
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Humane Letters 9: The American Tradition 

April 6-10 

Time Allotment: 80 minutes per day 

 

  



Humane Letters 9: The American Tradition  

April 6-10  

 

1 

 

 

Packet Overview 

Date Objective(s) Page Number 

Monday, April 6 1. Judge whether or not the old man is a hero. 

2.  Determine whether there any meaning or 

value left in Santiago’s victory by the time he 

reaches home. 

2 

Tuesday, April 7 1. Consider the effects on souls and society of 

one person possessing immeasurable wealth 

through reading F. Scott Fitzgerald’s “A 

Diamond as Big as the Ritz.” 

4 (Story is 

attached to the 

end of the 

packet) 

Wednesday, April 8 1. Investigate the relationship between love and 

wealth.  

 

6 

Thursday, April 9 1. Characterize Auden’s reactions to the 

outbreak of WWII through an analysis of his 

poem, “September 1, 1939” 

2. Identify political geography of European 

Theater in World War II.  

  

           7 

Friday, April 10 April Break- No Assignment!  

Additional Notes: Welcome to another week of Humane Letters! We miss teaching and learning 

with you every day, and hope that these packets have begun to help satisfy your yearning for 

great books and historical events. This week we will be finishing Ernest Hemingway’s The Old 

Man and the Sea, reading F. Scott Fitzgerald’s short story “The Diamond as Big as the Ritz”, 

and continuing our study of World War II history which will include a poem by W.H. Auden.  

i. Assignments should be completed preferably in (a) a notebook or loose-leaf paper, 

but if you do not have access to these, you may type your work.  

ii.  Whether your write your assignments or type them, be sure to include the following: 

a. Place an MLA formatted four-part header at the top of a new assignment page (this 

is what you have always done for the essay header) b. Start each day’s assignment at 

the top of a new page c. Designate and title each assignment with a day of the week in 

all caps, followed by the date (e.g. MONDAY, April 6) d. If typing, use double-

spacing, Times New Roman, and 12 pt. Font  

iii. iii. If not in a notebook, keep all your written work in a folder (physical folder if 

written, digital folder if typed).   
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Academic Honesty 

I certify that I completed this assignment 

independently in accordance with the GHNO 

Academy Honor Code. 

Student signature: 

 

___________________________ 

I certify that my student completed this 

assignment independently in accordance with 

the GHNO Academy Honor Code. 

Parent signature: 

 

___________________________ 

 

 

Monday, April 6 
  

Emily Dickinson Poem 

Before returning to Ernest Hemingway’s The Old Man and the Sea, take a moment to reread the 

poem you are memorizing. Every day for the remainder of the week spend 5 minutes memorizing 

the poem below: 

 

Success is counted sweetest (112) 
BY EMILY DICKINSON  
 

Success is counted sweetest 

By those who ne'er succeed. 

To comprehend a nectar 

Requires sorest need. 

 

Not one of all the purple Host 

Who took the Flag today 

Can tell the definition 

So clear of victory 

 

As he defeated – dying – 

On whose forbidden ear 

The distant strains of triumph 

Burst agonized and clear! 

 
 

Literature Unit: Ernest Hemingway’s The Old Man and the Sea  

Lesson 1: The end of the novel (page 95-127) 

 

Lesson 1 Socratic Question: Keep this question in mind as you study this lesson! 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/emily-dickinson
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 Is the old man a tragic hero?  

 

Objectives: Be able to do this by the end of this lesson. 

1. Judge whether or not the old man is a hero. 

2. Determine whether there is any meaning or value left in Santiago’s victory by the time 

he reaches home. 

 

 

Introduction to Lesson 1: 

 

Today you will finish The Old Man and the Sea. When you are done, you will take a minor 

assessment in the form of writing a short essay. Before you begin, take a moment to enjoy the 

illustration below from an early edition of the book. 

 

 
 

Read and Annotate 

 

Read and annotate in your hardcopy of the Old Man and the Sea from page 95 at “he started to 

pull the fish in” to “you’re tired inside” on 112. Remember, ideally you should be using your 

book, not last week’s packet. (Start on the bottom of page 26 if you are still using the packet.) 

Answer the grammar questions below as you go. When you finish the reading, answer the logic 

and rhetoric questions. 
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Grammar questions 

 

1. What implement does the old man produce a makeshift version of? How does he make it? 

 

2. What creature do the man and woman walking on the beach at the end mistakenly think 

the skeleton and head is from? 

 

Logic Questions 

Answer the questions below in complete sentences. 

 

3. Why does the old man apologize to the fish? 

4. Are there any similarities between the poem you are memorizing and the ending of The 

Old Man and the Sea?    

 

 

Rhetoric Questions/ Minor Assessment 

Please write a short (2 paragraph min.) essay in your notebook on one of the questions below. 

 

5. Is there any meaning or value left in Santiago’s victory by the time he reaches home? 

Why or why not? 

6. The old man says that “fishing kills me exactly as it keeps me alive. The boy keeps me 

alive, he thought. I must not deceive myself too much.”? What does he mean? 

 

 

Tuesday, April 7 
 

 Literature Unit: F. Scott Fitzgerald’s “The Diamond as Big as the Ritz” 

 Lesson 2:  Chapters 1-6 

 

Lesson 2 Socratic Question: Keep this question in mind as you study this lesson! 

 Would having immeasurable wealth be a blessing or a curse? How would it change your values, 

hopes and aims? 

 

Objectives: Be able to do this by the end of this lesson. 

1. Consider the effects on souls and society of one person possessing immeasurable 

wealth. 

 

Memorize 

Take five minutes to memorize the poem on page two. 
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Introduction 

Today we will read and think about F. Scott Fitzgerald’s short story, “The Diamond as Big as the 

Ritz”. We will learn more about Fitzgerald next week before we begin reading the work 

generally acknowledged as his masterpiece, The Great Gatsby. For now, recall that Fitzgerald 

was a member of the expatriate literary circle assembled around Gertrude Stein in Paris known 

as “The Lost Generation”.  

 

Fitzgerald himself had this to say about his story, which was published in 1922 in a collection 

called Tales from the Jazz Age: 

 

"The Diamond as Big as the Ritz," which appeared last summer in the "Smart Set," was 

designed utterly for my own amusement. I was in that familiar mood characterized by a perfect 

craving for luxury, and the story began as an attempt to feed that craving on imaginary foods. 

 

Read and Annotate 

 

Read and annotate the first six chapters of “The Diamond as Big as the Ritz” at the end of this 

packet. Answer the grammar questions below as you go. When you finish the reading, answer 

the logic and rhetoric questions. 

 

 

 

Grammar Question 

 

1. Choose two names from below and explain their significance in the story and identify 

what broader associations they evoke: Washington, Unger, Fish, Hades, St. Midas, 

“Percy”/Percival, Jasmine. 

 

 

Logic Question 

Answer in at least 3 sentences. 

 

2. Characterize John’s reactions to Percy’s family home.  

 

 

 

Rhetoric Question  

Write at least two paragraphs on the question below. Be sure to use textual evidence as you 

defend your claim: 

3. What effect does wealth have on the Washington family? Given this, how do you think 

Fitzgerald would describe the American character? 
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Wednesday, April 8 

 Literature Unit: F. Scott Fitzgerald’s “The Diamond as Big as the Ritz” 

 Lesson 3: Chapters 7-11 

 

Lesson 3 Socratic Guiding Question: Keep this question in mind as you study this lesson! 

 

What is the relationship between love and money? 

 

Objectives:   

1.  Investigate the relationship between love and wealth.  

2. Identify any claims Fitzgerald may be making about America in the 1920s. 

Memorize 

 

Take five minutes to memorize the poem on page 2. 

 

Read and Annotate 

 

Answer the grammar questions as you go. Answer the logic and rhetoric questions when you 

finish. 

 

Grammar Questions  

 

1. What is Mr. Washington doing in the final scene at the top of the mountain? 

 

Logic Questions 

 

Choose one of the following and write three sentences: 

2. Compare and contrast the sisters’ hopes for the future 

3. Characterize the overall mood of the story. 

 

 

Rhetoric Question 

 Write at least one paragraph on the question below. Use textual evidence! 

4. Kismine claims that that she is not “sophisticated” but “natural.” Is this true? If so, what 

does Fitzgerald seem to be saying abut nature? 
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Thursday, April 9 
History Unit: The Rise of Fascism in Europe: Locating the Conflict 

 

Lesson 4 Socratic Guiding Questions: Keep these questions in mind as you study! 

Should our military be purely a defensive force?  What is the value of preemptive strikes? 

Regarding World War II specifically, when should the US have entered the conflict? 

  

Objective: Be able to do this by the end of this lesson. 

1. Identify the political geography of the European Theater in World War II.  

 

Introduction to Lesson 5: The Rise of Fascism: Locating the Conflict 

A quick note before we begin.  Next week, we’ll begin exploring Japan’s surprise attack on Pearl 

Harbor in 1941 and America’s entry into World War II.  For now, though, transport yourself to 

1939.  The entire world is watching Europe – this will come to be called the European Theater – 

and hoping that Nazi Germany will be content to retake its pre-WWI territory. Surely, European 

leaders tell each other, the aggression of Nazi Germany’s bombastic chancellor, Adolf Hitler, 

would dwindle with the reclamation of the Rhineland and the Sudetenland.  Last week, we 

explored maps to understand the characteristics of Fascism.  Now, let’s take a look at maps as 

depictions of a conflict’s geographic component.  In all wars, both combatants must deal with the 

political geography (e.g., national borders, locations of capitals, access to trade routes, natural 

resources accessible to each side, etc.).  In addition, both combatants must come to terms with 

the physical geography of the fight (e.g., transporting thousands of soldiers across an ocean and 

the challenges of fighting in different climate zones).  The following map shows you the political 

geography of the European Theater shortly before America entered World War II.   

 

Examine the Map 

Examine the 1939 map of Europe below.  Pay close attention to national borders and the 

following country locations: England, France, Germany, Poland, Italy, Spain, Union of Soviet 

Socialist Republics (Russia), Turkey, and Greece,  
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Complete the Map 

Study the complete map above. Now, without referencing the complete map, label the countries 

listed on the incomplete map on the next page. Remember that national borders are a major part 

of political geography. You may type or handwrite the country names.   

 

Countries to label: 

• France 

• Germany 

• Greece 

• Hungary 

• Italy 

• Poland 

• Turkey 

• Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR, now Russia) 

• United Kingdom (think England) 
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Complete the Map 

 

 
 

 

On the next page, you’ll find another clean copy of the European Theater map.  Again, without 

looking at the completed map, try to label the countries listed above. Good luck!  
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Read and Annotate 

Number the lines in September 1, 1939 by W.H. Auden (below).  Read and annotate the poem.  

 

Born in England in 1907, Wystan Hugh Auden immigrated to the United States in 1939.  In 

September 1939, Britain declared war on Hitler’s Germany.  Take a moment to recall our prior 

lessons.  By 1939, Hitler has overtly rejected (and broken through military action) the Munich 

Agreement and Britain is beginning to endure the Blitzkrieg.  
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September 1, 1939 by W.H. Auden 

 

 

I sit in one of the dives 

On Fifty-second Street 

Uncertain and afraid 

As the clever hopes expire 

Of a low dishonest decade: 

Waves of anger and fear 

Circulate over the bright 

And darkened lands of the earth, 

Obsessing our private lives; 

The unmentionable odour of death 

Offends the September night. 

 

Accurate scholarship can 

Unearth the whole offence 

From Luther until now 

That has driven a culture mad, 

Find what occurred at Linz, 

What huge imago made 

A psychopathic god: 

I and the public know 

What all schoolchildren learn, 

Those to whom evil is done 

Do evil in return. 

 

Exiled Thucydides knew 

All that a speech can say 

About Democracy, 

And what dictators do, 

The elderly rubbish they talk 

To an apathetic grave; 

Analysed all in his book, 

The enlightenment driven away, 

The habit-forming pain, 

Mismanagement and grief: 

We must suffer them all again. 
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Into this neutral air 

Where blind skyscrapers use 

Their full height to proclaim 

The strength of Collective Man, 

Each language pours its vain 

Competitive excuse: 

But who can live for long 

In an euphoric dream; 

Out of the mirror they stare, 

Imperialism's face 

And the international wrong. 

 

Faces along the bar 

Cling to their average day: 

The lights must never go out, 

The music must always play, 

All the conventions conspire 

To make this fort assume 

The furniture of home; 

Lest we should see where we are, 

Lost in a haunted wood, 

Children afraid of the night 

Who have never been happy or good. 

 

The windiest militant trash 

Important Persons shout 

Is not so crude as our wish: 

What mad Nijinsky wrote 

About Diaghilev 

Is true of the normal heart; 

For the error bred in the bone 

Of each woman and each man 

Craves what it cannot have, 

Not universal love 

But to be loved alone. 
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From the conservative dark 

Into the ethical life 

The dense commuters come, 

Repeating their morning vow; 

"I will be true to the wife, 

I'll concentrate more on my work," 

And helpless governors wake 

To resume their compulsory game: 

Who can release them now, 

Who can reach the deaf, 

Who can speak for the dumb? 

 

All I have is a voice 

To undo the folded lie, 

The romantic lie in the brain 

Of the sensual man-in-the-street 

And the lie of Authority 

Whose buildings grope the sky: 

There is no such thing as the State 

And no one exists alone; 

Hunger allows no choice 

To the citizen or the police; 

We must love one another or die. 

 

Defenceless under the night 

Our world in stupor lies; 

Yet, dotted everywhere, 

Ironic points of light 

Flash out wherever the Just 

Exchange their messages: 

May I, composed like them 

Of Eros and of dust, 

Beleaguered by the same 

Negation and despair, 

Show an affirming flame. 

 

Vocabulary 

Dive- A shabby or sleazy bar 

Luther- A theologian who wrote the 95 Theses, sparking the Protestant Reformation 

Linz- A city in Upper Austria, on the Danube River 

Thucydides- An ancient Athenian who wrote A History of the Peloponnesian War about the 

conflict between Athens and Sparta  

Nijinsky- A ballet dancer and choreographer often thought of as the greatest male dancer of the 

early 20th century 

Diaghilev- A Russian Art Critic who founded the Ballets Russes (Russian Ballet) 

Beleaguer- Lay siege to  
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Reading Questions 

Complete the following reading questions in your notebook or as directed at the very beginning 

of this packet.  Cite the poem using line numbers unless otherwise instructed.  

 

1. Paraphrase– that is, put into your own words –  Stanza 1. 

 

2. What lesson do all school children learn? Quote Auden. 

 

3. What are men made of, according to Auden?  

 

 

4. What does the poem’s narrator think about U.S. neutrality?  Included text (not just line 

numbers) from September 1, 1939 to support your response. 

 

 








































