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64 THE CIVIL WAR

Chapter 6: “The War Ends”

Distribute the Student Book. Tell students to turn to page 26, and tell them that this chapter is 
titled “The War Ends.” Ask students to look at the images and listen carefully as you read aloud 
to find out which side won the Civil War—the United States or the Confederacy.

CHAPTER

6 The War Ends
The Confederate army had 
been weakened at the Battle 
of Gettysburg. It was time for 
Grant to lead the Union army 
and go after Lee. 

Many terrible battles, such as  
the Battle of the Wilderness, 
were fought in Virginia. In most 
of these battles, Grant lost more 
men than Lee, but he never stopped 
advancing and attacking, and he gradually closed in on 
Richmond—the capital of the Confederacy.

26

CORE VOCABULARY—Explain that advancing means moving forward. So, Grant continued to 
have his soldiers move forward and attack.

SUPPORT—Explain that the phrase “Grant lost more men than Lee” means that more of Grant’s 
soldiers died or were badly hurt than Lee’s soldiers.

 SUPPORT—Help students find Virginia on their Map of the United States 
During the Civil War (AP 1.3). Then ask students to point to Richmond, the 
Confederate capital.

Activity Page

AP 1.3
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Ask students the following question:

LITERAL—What happened after Grant became leader of the Union army?

 » Grant led the Union army into many terrible battles, in which many Union soldiers died. But he 
kept going until he and the Union army closed in on Richmond.

Now ask students to look at the images on page 27 as you read aloud.

At the same time, one of Grant’s 
generals was leading his men across 
the South. The general’s name 
was William Tecumseh Sherman. 
He and his men marched through 
Georgia, tearing up railroad tracks, 
which stopped the movement of 
Confederate soldiers and supplies. 

Sherman and his men 
burned the city of Atlanta 
and then set off for 
Savannah. By this time, the 
Confederate soldiers were 
running out of supplies. 

27

CORE VOCABULARY—Explain that supplies are the materials or things that people need to 
survive, such as food and blankets.

 SUPPORT—Help students find Georgia on their Map of the United States During 
the Civil War (AP 1.3).

Activity Page

AP 1.3
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Ask students to look at the images on page 28 as you read aloud.

While Sherman 
marched to the sea, 
Grant was chasing 
Lee’s army. In April 
1865, Grant’s soldiers 
captured Richmond. 
About one week 
later, Grant stopped 
Lee and his men in 
Virginia, near the town 
of Appomattox Court 
House. Lee saw that it 
was hopeless. 

On April 9, 1865, 
Robert E. Lee went to 
Appomattox Court 
House to surrender to 
Ulysses S. Grant. Lee put 
on a special uniform. 
Around his waist he 
wore a silk sash. A 
sword hung from his 
belt. The Confederate 
general was ready to 
meet with Grant. 

28

CORE VOCABULARY—Explain that to surrender is to agree to stop fighting because you know 
you will not win.

Ask students the following questions:

LITERAL—Why did General Lee feel hopeless?

 » Lee felt hopeless because Grant’s soldiers had captured Richmond and stopped Lee’s army.

LITERAL—Where did General Lee surrender?

 » General Lee surrendered at Appomattox Court House in Virginia.
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Now ask students to look at the images on page 29 as you read aloud.

Ulysses S. Grant did 
not want to punish the 
Confederate soldiers. He 
was kind to Robert E. Lee 
and his men. Robert E. 
Lee accepted the terms 
of surrender, which called 
for the Confederates to 
stop fighting and to hand 
over their weapons.

Each Confederate soldier signed a paper that said he would not 
take up arms against the United States again. This signed paper 
allowed the soldiers to make their way home. After four years of 
fighting, the Civil War was finally over. 

29

SUPPORT—Have students study the two images on the page. Then ask students to point 
out the Union figures in each image (in the blue uniforms) and the Confederate figures (in the 
gray uniforms).

SUPPORT—Point out the phrase “he would not take up arms against the United States again.” 
Explain that the phrase means that the soldiers were promising that they would not fight against 
the United States ever again.

Ask students the following questions:

LITERAL—How did Grant act toward Lee and his soldiers?

 » Grant was kind to Lee and his soldiers.

LITERAL—What did Confederate soldiers have to do in order to go home?

 » To go home, Confederate soldiers had to sign a paper that said they would not take up arms 
against the United States again.
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CHAPTER 7

Clara Barton
Primary Focus Objectives 

 ! Understand why Clara Barton was called “the 
angel of the battlefield.” (RI.2.1, SL.2.3)

 ! Recognize Clara Barton as the founder of the 
American Red Cross. (RI.2.1, SL.2.3)

 ! Understand the meaning of the following 
domain-specific vocabulary: harvest and spied. 
(L.2.4, L.2.5)

Materials Needed 

• individual student copies of  
The Civil War Student Book

• teacher and individual copies 
of Map of the United States 
During the Civil War (AP 1.3)

Activity Page

AP 1.3

What Teachers Need to Know

At the beginning of the Civil War, Clara Barton was working in Washington, D.C., for the federal 
government. At the First Battle of Bull Run in 1861, she organized efforts to get medicine and 
supplies to the wounded. Ordinarily, female nurses were not allowed on battlefields. Concerned that 
wounded soldiers were not getting the treatment that they needed quickly enough, which resulted 
in an abundance of unnecessary deaths, Barton asked that female nurses be allowed to attend to the 
wounded on the battlefield. Ultimately, her request was granted, and she worked with the Union army 
in Virginia.

She was present at the horrific Battle of Antietam in Maryland, the deadliest one-day battle of the Civil 
War. Barton tended to the wounded as bullets flew around her. A male surgeon present at the battle 
compared Clara Barton favorably to then Union Commander-in-Chief George McClellan: “In my feeble 
estimation, General McClellan, with all his laurels, sinks into insignificance beside the true heroine of the 
age, the angel of the battlefield.” Barton was appointed supervisor of nurses in one of the Union armies 
from June 1864 to January 1865. She was widely admired for her service in gathering and distributing 
medical supplies and nursing the wounded.

After the war, Barton traveled to Europe to rest and became involved with the International Red Cross, 
which had been founded to help victims of the Franco-Prussian War. Barton brought the idea back to 
the United States and lobbied Congress to establish a branch in the United States. In 1881, the American 
Red Cross was founded, and Barton was named its first president, a post she held until 1904. She 
was very influential in the International Red Cross, and it was through her efforts that the Red Cross 
broadened its scope to include relief work during natural disasters and national emergencies.
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THE CORE LESSON

Introduce “Clara Barton”

Referring to the images from Chapter 6, review with students the following key points made in 
the previous Read Aloud about the end of the Civil War:

• Grant, his generals, and the Union army continued to advance and attack Lee and the 
Confederate army.

• The Confederate army was running out of supplies.
• Lee, realizing that the Confederate army could not win the war, surrendered to Grant.

Remind students that earlier in this unit, they learned about two women, Harriet Tubman and Harriet 
Beecher Stowe. Ask students if they remember what each woman did to fight against slavery. 
(Harriet Tubman helped lead slaves to freedom in the North using the Underground Railroad. Harriet Beecher 
Stowe wrote the book Uncle Tom’s Cabin, which made people think about the suffering of slaves living in 
the South.)

Tell students that in today’s Read Aloud, they will hear about a woman by the name of Clara Barton, 
who also played an important role during the Civil War. 

Big Question

Who was Clara Barton?

Core Vocabulary

harvest  spied
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Chapter 7: “Clara Barton”

Distribute the Student Book. Ask students to turn to page 30, and tell them that this chapter 
is titled “Clara Barton.” Ask them to look at the image on the page as you read aloud, listening 
carefully to find out who Clara Barton was.

CHAPTER

7 Clara Barton
While men fought on the battlefields, women fought 
their own battles at home. They had to manage farms 
and families. They had to plow the ground, plant seeds 
in the spring, and harvest crops in the fall. They cared 
for the animals, carried mail, and worked in factories—
and some spied on the enemy! 

30

CORE VOCABULARY—Explain that to harvest is to gather or collect crops at the end of the 
growing season when they are ready to be eaten.

CORE VOCABULARY—Explain that spied means collected information about an enemy, often 
while in enemy territory.

Ask students the following question:

LITERAL—What did most women do at home during the Civil War?

 » They worked at home while the men were fighting. They took care of their farms and families. 
They plowed the soil, planted seeds, and harvested crops. They cared for the animals, carried 
mail, and worked in factories, and some spied on the enemy.
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Now ask students to look at the images on page 31 as you read aloud.

Before the Civil War, almost all nurses were men. During the 
war, although men continued in this role, many women became 
nurses too. Thousands of women, especially in the North, worked 
long hours bandaging and treating the injured men. 

31

SUPPORT—Ask students to describe what the women in the images are doing. (Students 
should be able to see, in the inset picture, women knitting and sewing, washing clothes, and aiding sick 
and injured soldiers. In the main picture, women are helping in a hospital.)

Ask students the following question:

LITERAL—What did nurses do during the Civil War?

 » Nurses worked long hours bandaging and treating the wounds of men who were hurt in 
the fighting.
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Ask students to look at the image on page 32 as you read aloud.

One of the most famous nurses was Clara Barton. Clara Barton 
was born in Massachusetts. One day, Clara heard that some 
Union soldiers did not have any supplies. Clara used her own 
money to buy them food and bandages. Later, Clara loaded up 
a big wagon with supplies and drove to a battlefield.

32

 SUPPORT—Help students find Massachusetts on their Map of the United States 
During the Civil War (AP 1.3). Ask: Was Massachusetts in the North or in the South? 
(the North)

Ask students the following question:

LITERAL—How did Clara Barton help Union soldiers?

 » Clara Barton helped Union soldiers by buying food and bandages with her own money. Later, 
she drove a big wagon with supplies to the battlefield.

Activity Page

AP 1.3
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Now ask students to look at the image on page 33 as you read aloud.

For the rest of the Civil War, Clara followed the Union troops 
around, taking care of injured soldiers at many different battles. 
She did this even though it meant risking her own life. At the 
Battle of Antietam, a bullet tore through her sleeve and killed 
the soldier she was trying to help. 

33

SUPPORT—Have students study the image on the page. Identify the woman in red as 
Clara Barton.

Ask students the following question:

LITERAL—What did Clara Barton do during the Civil War?

 » During the Civil War, Clara Barton followed Union troops and took care of injured soldiers at 
different battles.
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Ask students to look at the image on page 34 as you read aloud.

Just after the Battle of Antietam, a doctor named James Dunn 
wrote about Clara’s work with injured soldiers. 

We had used every bandage, torn up every sheet in the house and 
everything we could find, when who should drive up but our old 
friend Miss Barton, with a team loaded down with dressings of  
every kind and everything we could ask for. She .  .  .  worked all night 
making soup, and when I left four days after the battle, she was still 
there taking care of the wounded and the dying.

Dunn called Clara Barton “the angel of the battlefield.” Clara later 
started the American Red Cross.

34

SUPPORT—Explain that dressings is another word for bandages. They are pieces of cloth that are 
placed over wounds to keep the wounds clean. Point out the dressing, or bandage, on the 
soldier’s head in the image on page 34.

SUPPORT—Ask students what they think of or what picture comes to mind when they hear the 
word angel. (Students may describe a person/woman with wings.)

SUPPORT—Emphasize that after the war, Barton founded an organization called the Red Cross. 
The Red Cross still exists today, and it helps people who experience natural disasters and other 
traumatic events. Students might remember seeing advertisements for the Red Cross on television.

Ask students the following question:

INFERENTIAL—What do you think Dr. Dunn meant when he called Clara Barton “the angel of 
the battlefield”?

 » Possible response: Clara Barton was an angel because she risked her life to help soldiers on 
the battlefield.
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 CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING: BIG QUESTION

TURN AND TALK—Who was Clara Barton?

 » Clara Barton was a woman who decided to help the Union by gathering supplies for the 
soldiers and by taking care of injured and dying soldiers on the battlefields. She also started 
the American Red Cross.

Additional Activities

More About Clara Barton

Materials Needed: internet access, capability to display internet in the classroom, poster board or 
chart paper, a marker

 Background for Teachers: Use this link to download the CKHG Online Resources for this unit, 
where the specific link to the video may be found:

www.coreknowledge.org/ckhg-online-resources

Tell students they are going to watch a video to learn more about Clara Barton. Explain that the 
video also tells about Clara’s life after the Civil War. Tell students to pay close attention to what Clara 
did before the Civil War, during the Civil War, and after the Civil War. Show the video History of Clara 
Barton (08:22).

After the video, ask students to think about how helpful Clara Barton was during her lifetime. Invite 
students to consider how they can follow Clara Barton’s example and help others. Remind students 
that there are big ways and small ways to help people. Have students share ideas of ways they could 
be helpful.

At the top of a piece of poster board or chart paper, write “Be Like Clara Barton.” Record students’ ideas, 
and then post the list where students can see it as a reminder.

  Civil War Photography

Materials Needed: sufficient copies of The Civil War Student Book

Ask students if they like taking pictures with a camera or with a cell phone. Ask them what they like to 
take pictures of.

Explain that at the time of the Civil War, cameras and photography were a new technology. People 
could see, for the first time, what people, places, and events actually looked like. (But only in black and 
white. Color photography was not invented yet.) They no longer had to rely on drawings and paintings, 
which were often not true to life.

There was a famous photographer during the Civil War named Matthew Brady. He was famous for 
taking portraits, or pictures of people. He also hired other traveling photographers to take pictures for 
him. Together, these photographers took lots of pictures of every aspect of the war, from soldiers in 
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