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48 THE CIVIL WAR

Big Question

What was the Emancipation Proclamation?

Core Vocabulary

uniforms  battle  victory  retreated  factories  general  invasion

Chapter 4: “The War Begins”

Distribute the Student Book. Tell students to turn to page 17, noting that this chapter is titled 
“The War Begins.” Ask them to look at the images on the page as you read aloud and listen to 
find out what President Lincoln decided to do after the war started.

CHAPTER

1 The War Begins
Both sides began to prepare for war. 

The Union signed up thousands of 
men and gave them weapons and 

blue uniforms. The 
Confederates gave 
their soldiers  
gray uniforms. 

Union soldiers called the  
Confederate soldiers  
“Rebels.” The Confederate 
soldiers called the Union  
soldiers “Yankees.” 

CHAPTER

4

17

CORE VOCABULARY—Explain that uniforms are special types of clothing worn by all members of 
a group, such as an army.
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SUPPORT—Have students study the images of the soldiers on the page. Ask students to note 
the similarities and differences between the two men. Their coat colors are different (the man on 
the left is a Confederate soldier, so he is wearing gray; the man on the right is a Union soldier, so he 
is wearing blue). Both have some kind of weapon. Both are wearing boots. Be sure that students 
understand that references to Union soldiers refer to soldiers of the United States (the Northern 
states) Army.

Ask students the following questions:

LITERAL—What color did the soldiers on each side wear?

 » Union soldiers wore blue. Confederate soldiers wore gray.

LITERAL—What were Confederate soldiers called?

 » Confederate soldiers were called Rebels.

LITERAL—What were Union soldiers called?

 » Union soldiers were called Yankees.

Now ask students to look at the images on page 18 as you read aloud.

Most people 
thought the war 
would be over 
quickly. Some 
Northerners were so  
sure their army 
would beat the 
Southern Rebels  
that they brought 
picnic lunches to  
the war’s first battle, 
near the town of  
Manassas in 
northern Virginia. 

But there was no  
easy victory that day.  
For a while it was not  
clear who would win.  
Then a group of fresh  
Confederate troops 
arrived. The Rebels 
charged, and the 
Union troops 
retreated in a panic—
and so did the 
picnickers. 

18
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CORE VOCABULARY—Explain that a battle is a fight between two armies or navies and, today, 
air forces.

CORE VOCABULARY—Explain that a victory is a win.

CORE VOCABULARY—Explain that retreated means moved away or moved back where you 
came from.

 SUPPORT—Help students find Virginia on their Map of the United States During 
the Civil War (AP 1.3).

Ask students the following questions:

LITERAL—What did most people think about the war?

 » Most people thought the war would be over quickly.

LITERAL—Where was the first battle of the Civil War?

 » The first battle was near the town of Manassas in Virginia.

LITERAL—What was the result of the battle at Manassas?

 » The Union soldiers retreated.

Activity Page

AP 1.3
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Ask students to look at the images on page 19 as you read aloud.

The Confederates had won 
the first battle of the war, 
but winning the war itself 
would not be easy. The 
Union had more soldiers, 
more factories, more trains, 
more ships, and more guns. 
Even so, the Confederate 
army won many of the early 
battles of the war. In 1862, 
the Confederate general, 
Robert E. Lee, led an 
invasion into the North.

Incredibly, a Union 
soldier found a copy 
of Lee’s battle plans. 
This meant that the 
Union army leader, 
George McClellan, had 
information that would 
help him stop Lee’s 
invasion at the Battle of 
Antietam, in Maryland. 

19

CORE VOCABULARY—Explain that factories are buildings where people use machines to make 
large numbers of goods to sell.

CORE VOCABULARY—Explain that a general is a leader in an army.

CORE VOCABULARY—Explain that an invasion is the act of entering a place by force, for example, 
by fighting and attacking.

SUPPORT—Have students study the pictures on the page. Ask them which army is in the top 
image and which is in the bottom image, and how they can tell. (The top picture is the Confederate 
army because of the gray uniforms. The bottom picture is the Union army because of the blue uniforms.)

 SUPPORT—Help students find Maryland on their Map of the United States 
During the Civil War (AP 1.3).

Activity Page

AP 1.3
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Ask students the following questions:

LITERAL—Which side had more advantages and things to fight with?

 » The Union had more advantages, such as soldiers, trains, factories, and guns.

LITERAL—Who led the Confederate invasion into the North?

 » General Robert E. Lee led the Confederate invasion into the North.

Now ask students to look at the image on page 20 as you read aloud.

Then President Lincoln made a bold move. He revealed that the 
time had come to say that not only was the war being fought to 
save the Union, it was now also being fought to free the slaves 
in the Confederate states. 

On January 1, 1863, President Lincoln signed the Emancipation 
Proclamation. It said that slaves in the Confederate states were 
now free. But everyone knew that as long as these slaves stayed 
under Confederate control, they would not be free.

20

SUPPORT—Explain the Emancipation Proclamation by breaking down the name. Tell students 
that emancipation is the act of giving someone freedom from slavery. A proclamation is an 
announcement or public statement. By signing the Emancipation Proclamation, President Lincoln 
announced that he was giving the slaves in Confederate-held parts of the South their freedom.

Ask students the following questions:

LITERAL—According to President Lincoln, why was the war being fought?

 » President Lincoln said the war was being fought to save the Union and to free the slaves in the 
Confederate states.
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LITERAL—What did the Emancipation Proclamation say?

 » The Emancipation Proclamation said slaves in the Confederate states were now free.

Ask students to look at the image on page 21 as you read aloud.

African Americans and abolitionists were excited about the 
Emancipation Proclamation. Abraham Lincoln was proud of it 
too, but he knew that the slaves would not be set free if the 
Union did not win the war. To do that he needed a great general 
to go up against Robert E. Lee. 

21

SUPPORT—Remind students that abolitionists were people who wanted to get rid of slavery.

Ask students the following questions:

LITERAL—What had to happen for the slaves in the South to be set free?

 » For the slaves in the South to be set free, the North had to win the war.

LITERAL—What did Lincoln need to win the war?

 » To win the war, he needed a great general to go up against Robert E. Lee.
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Chapter 5: “Lee and Grant”

Distribute the Student Book. Tell students to turn to page 22, and tell them that this chapter is 
titled “Lee and Grant.” Ask them to look at the images on the page as you read aloud.

CHAPTER

5 Lee and Grant
Robert E. Lee trained to be a  
soldier at the U.S. Military  
Academy in West Point, New York. 
Later, he fought in the Mexican-
American War and became the 
head of his old military school.  
He was a natural leader.

When the Southern states left the 
Union, Lee had to think long and hard about which 
side to join. President Lincoln had wanted Lee to be 
the commander of the Union army. In the end, Lee 
chose to fight on the side of his home state, Virginia, 
which had become part of the Confederacy. Lee 
became the commander of the Confederate army.

22

CORE VOCABULARY—Explain that a military academy is a school that trains people to 
be soldiers.

CORE VOCABULARY—Explain that a commander is the most important leader, or the person who 
is in charge.

Ask students the following question:

LITERAL—Why did Robert E. Lee choose to fight for the Confederacy?

 » Lee chose to fight for the Confederacy because he was from Virginia, and Virginia was part of 
the Confederacy.
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Now ask students to look at the images on page 23 as you read aloud.

Ulysses S. Grant also went to West Point and 
fought in the Mexican War. Afterward, he 
left the army. When the Civil War began, 
however, Grant rejoined the Union army. 

He proved himself to be a fine soldier too. The soldiers who 
fought with him looked up to him and admired his bravery. 

23

SUPPORT—Have students use what they have learned to identify which soldiers—Union or 
Confederate—are pictured on the page. (Students should identify them as Union soldiers because 
of their blue uniforms.)

Ask students the following questions:

LITERAL—What did Ulysses S. Grant do after the Civil War began?

 » He rejoined the Union army.

LITERAL—How did soldiers who knew Grant feel about him?

 » Soldiers who knew Grant looked up to him and admired his bravery.
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Ask students to look at the image on page 24 as you read aloud.

During 1863, two years after the Civil War began, Lee invaded the 
North again. The Union army stopped the Confederate invasion 
near Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. The Battle of Gettysburg was 
an important victory for the North. Lee retreated with his men 
during the night and was not pursued by Union soldiers. President 
Lincoln was not happy that Lee and his men had escaped.

24

 SUPPORT—Help students find Pennsylvania on their Map of the United States 
During the Civil War (AP 1.3).

Ask students the following questions:

LITERAL—Where did the Union army stop the Confederate invasion?

 » The Union army stopped the Confederate invasion at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.

LITERAL—Why was President Lincoln unhappy?

 » President Lincoln was unhappy because Lee and his army escaped.

Activity Page

AP 1.3
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Now ask students to look at the image on page 25 as you read aloud.

In the spring of 1864, President Lincoln appointed Ulysses 
S. Grant to be the new general in charge of the Union army. 
Grant’s job was to defeat Lee, capture the Confederate capital 
in Richmond, Virginia, and win the war.

25

CORE VOCABULARY—Explain that a capital is the city where a state or country’s 
government meets.

 SUPPORT—Help students find Richmond, Virginia, on their Map of the United 
States During the Civil War (AP 1.3).

Activity Page

AP 1.3
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Ask students the following question:

LITERAL—Who did Lincoln appoint to be the new general in charge of the Union army?

 » Lincoln appointed Ulysses S. Grant to be the new general.

 CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING: BIG QUESTION

TURN AND TALK—Who were Robert E. Lee and Ulysses S. Grant?

 » Robert E. Lee was the most important and successful commander in the Confederate army 
during the Civil War. Ulysses S. Grant became the general in charge of the Union army.
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